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Libyan envoy arrives with message 

P*J0 “ ybya’s representative to the Arab League 

t0 • Tu s sia ’ Abdul Ati " obti^ThK 

SW 713 Ramtha on a two-day visit to Jordan. 

^ Jordan News Agency, Petra, that he was carrying 
wTSbiS “ essa f®. from Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
tjiI™ ^ Jesty - Huss ? in on the current Arab situations. The 
«»e^k?y°X I !. accoiIipaiIied by Ambassador in Damas- 
■■**? P adl f Warfali. Obaidi, one of several Libyan 
Arab states wth messa g« to Arab leaders 

May 3 to Ubanese Presidenl ^ 


ONE CALORIE 

vus-n« SMXHtAH^rna 


Jor 


An indepeni 

.^1^11. Lujjb/t 




political daily publish 

J* 1 jC d-» ' 1. 1 -v'i 


DIET eulA 






oundation 





Volume 13 Number 3854 


AMMAN SUNDAY AUGUST 14, 1988, MUHARRAM 1, 1409 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


AROUND THE WORLD.. 


— > 

Br,tish diplomat holds ‘useful' talks in Iran 

"* u TEHRAN (R) — The first British diplomat to visit Iran in more 

u_ I tb®n a year held what he described as a useful first session of talks 

«uy with senior Foreign Ministry officials Saturday. David Red da way, 

S found wbo ^ ^peered to spend three weeks in Tehran, said he would 
y meet the officials again Sunday. He declined to comment on the 
~~ ici issues discussed. Before leaving London, he said he hoped to make 
progress in securing the release of Western hostages held in 
.... . filar Lebanon. 

■v.h, }*« Iranian foreign minister in Damascus 

• l . Cjr ' 4«, '^DAMASCUS (AP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
p 1 ,ilc Ti f T* |,e * a y at i ^rived Saturday for talks expected ro touch on foreign' 
:: ""!)i„| 0J , ''hostages in Lebanon and other issues of mutual concern. Velayati 
,a - ti/. was welcomed at the airport by bis Syrian counterpart, Farouk A1 
^ skulk Sharaa. In a statement upon arrival, Velayati said he was carrying a 
letter from Iranian President Ali Khamenei to President Hafez Al 
"r Assad of Syria. After Syria, Velayati is scheduled to go to Libya. 

v > 4 ^ Mine explodes in Johannesburg 

■ l - i _.;| P ' | J ■ 05 JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A limpet min e exploded Saturday in 
-V'., , UItlQc1 a shopping centre, seriously injuring a black security guard, police 
' witnesses said. The bomb was apparently contained in a parcel 
■■i “* - outside a boutique. It exploded as the guard was approaching it, 

^ --uf: 45- a nearby shopkeeper. The guard was hospitalised with 
'ii ,• unspecified injuries. A white man and woman were slightly injured 
’ J 1 to « in the explosion at 11:35 a.m. (0935 GMT), on the lower level of 
the Hyde Park shopping mall, which houses movie theatres, a 
ey* bookc supennarket ’ boutiques and high-priced delicatessen shops. 

rash Suspected Basque bom bs damage French firms 

.. MADRID (AP) — Extremists went on a bombing spree a gains t 
, French firms in northern Spain Saturday, setting off explosions that 
_ ... caused extensive damages but no injuries at six auto dealerships 
- and a dairy, officials said. Local government spokesman said they 
" - . suspected the Basque separatist group ETA, which has attacked 
.. . French-linked targets in the past to protest expulsions of suspected 
ETA members from France to Spain. 

President of Soviet Turkmenistan sacked 

- ' MOSCOW (R) — The head of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet 
Central Asian Republic of Turkmenistan has been relieved of his 
’ post for “defects in his work.” TASS said Saturday. Bally 
; - Yazkuliyev, 57, who held what is effectively the desert republic's 
presidency for almost 10 years, will be replaced by one of his 
deputy prime ministers, Roza Bazarova. The official Soviet news 
“• agency did not give any further details of the reasons for his ousting 
at a session of the republic's Supreme Soviet, addressed by 
Turkmenistan Communist Party chief Saparmnrad Niyazov. 


_ Soviet INF experts inspect U.S. sites 

- : FRANKFURT (AP) — Soviet missile experts fanned out Satur- 

day to inspect four U.S. military sites in West Germany covered by 
the superpower agreement eliminating intermediate-range nuclear 
HO issues forces (INF). The 40 Soviet inspectors left the U.S. Rhein Main air . 

ctsmn« * orce ^ 3ase near Frankfurt in the morning, accompanied by 
5 SI2mp. American military personnel, the air force said. “The Soviet teams 
made their declaration at 0815 (0615 GMT) this morning and 
' notified United States and German authorities of the destination of 
each team,” said an air force statement. “All four sites available 
• for inspection in Germany will be visited by Soviet teams today.” 

30 killed as buses collide in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Two buses collided in northern Iran, killing 30 
. • people and injuring 50, and two earthquakes locked the southern 
• city of Bushebr, Tehran Radio reported Saturday. The radio said 
. the two vehicles collided on the heavily travelled Tehran-Tabriz 
v: highway Friday. Other than reporting the casualties, it gave no 
. further details. The earthquakes were centred at Busbehr in 
’ ■ southern Iran and measured 6 and 6.2 on the Richter scale, the 
... radio reported In a broadcast monitored in Nicosia. It did not say 
when the quakes occurred. Injuries and damage had not been 
- . reported so far, the radio said. 

. 14 villagers massacred in Philippines 

MANILA (R) — Machete-wielding men massacred 14 villagers, 
including three children, in the Philippines Saturday, police said. 

. The men broke into the homes of three families outside the city of 
1 SWl” 13 ' Tacloban in the central province of Leyte and reportedly raped two 
ag women before killing the group and escaping, police said. Two 
children survived. The killings are believed to be over a family 
. feud, police said. 

Officials flee S. Yemen, opposition says 

SANAA (R) — Several high-ranking South Yemeni officials and 
- airforce officers fled to Sanaa to join ousted President Ali Nasser 
Mohammad, an opposition statement said. It said the deserters 
included Hisham Hael. deputy minister of fisheries, Abdullah 
Abdul Jabar, head of the Western Europe department in the ruling 
Marxist Party, an airforce major, a pilot and Naser Haythem, head 
of the financial department at the Foreign Ministry in. Aden. The 
. statement, issued in Nasser Mohammad’s name, said the men 
‘ • reached Sanaa earlier this month after travel restrictions between 
the two Yemens were eased in July. 

IRA claims Ostend attack 

OSTEND, Belgium (AP) — The Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
Saturday claimed responsibility for the killing of a British soldier 

• who was gunned down in his car at a traffic light in this North Sea 
port. The IRA statement to the news media in Britain also said: 

;; “We reiterate our call to civilians and the families of soldiers not to 

- vjl'OI^ travel with crown forces personnel.” Belgian police, meanwhile, 

continued to search for two men who carried out the attack Friday 
1 night on Richard Michael Heakin, 38, of the Royal Regiment of 
Wales’ First Battalion. He had a wife, a nine-year-old son and 
; v . seven-year-old daughter. 

7 S. African-Argentine row grows 

• ' PRETORIA (AP) — Argentina’s consul will be expelled from 
• •• v South Africa within 30 days if the Argentine government doesn’t 

. reconsider its expulsion order against the South African consul, 

•- ’ Minister of Foreign Affairs Pik Botha said Saturday. Ina message 
sent from Vienna, where he is participating in negotiations for 
South Africa to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, Botha 
said Argentine Consul H.R. Basso would be given the same 
. amount of time to leave the country as South Africa’s consul . Dirk 
de Wet, was given, unless Argentina reconsiders its decision. 

, Argentina earlier in the week ordered de Wet and three other 
7 iSouth Africans out of the country for allegedly violating their visas. 

> ".The government said they had wanted to visit Argentina for talks 
v with the consul, but then participated in a pro-SoQth Africa 
" seminar organised by the consulate. 


Delegates present PLO assessment 

King explains W. Bank 
decision to PLO team 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein met 
Saturday with a high-level delegation from 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and discussed Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions in the wake of the Kingdom’s decision 
to sever formal ties with the 'Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 


Petra said the monarch re- 
ceived Mahmoud Abbas, Abdul- 
lah Hourani, Abdul Razak Al 


Yahya and Mohammad Milhem, 
all members of the PLO’s Execu- 
tive Committee, and Hani Al 


Hassan, a senior adviser to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“The delegation presented to 
the King, a frill evaluation on the 
Palestinians' current situation 
and the PLO directives following 
Jordan's recent measures to sever 
legal and administrative ties with 
the West Bank,” Petra said. 

It said those measures “en- 
hanced the organisation's role 
worldwide and gave it an interna- 
tional prominence.” 

The agency said the King “ex- 
plained to the delegation the 
national motives and considera- 
tions of the Jordanian moves and 
(Continued on page 5) 







His Majesty King Hussein Saturday holds talks with a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) delegation in a meeting attended by 
Prime Minister Zald Rifai and senior officials (Petra photo I 

Royal Decree names 
four new senators 


Palestinian shot dead, 1 1 
wounded In W. Bank, Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
dead one Palestinian and wound- 
ed eight others in the occupied 
Gaza Strip Saturday. 

In another incident, a pro- 
Israeli Palestinian opened fire 
and wounded three Arabs from 
the village of Beitin, officiate at 
Rafidiyeh hospital in Nablus told 
the AP. 

Saturday's fatality brought the 
Palestinian death toll to 252 since 
the Palestinian uprising broke out 
in the West Bank and Gaza Dec. 
8, 1987. 

An Arab journalist, who asked 
not to be named, said Palesti- 
nians in the Gaza Strip refrained 
from using cars, buses and taxis 
Saturday to protest Israeli orders 
calling on them to buy new auto- 
mobile licence plates. Many 
stores in Gaza City were shut 
because their owners could not 


drive to work. 

In the open air vegetable mar- 
ket of Rafah, on the Egyptian 
border, protesters hurled stones 
at Israeli troops who opened fire 
to disperse them, an army 
spokesman said. 

One protester was killed and 
three others sustained unspeci- 
fied wounds, including a 15-year- 
old girl, said the spokesman and 
officials at Nasser Hospital in 
Khan Yunis. The officials identi- 
fied the dead man as Mohammad 
'Eid Abu Rizek. 

Protests later spread to Khan 


according to the Israeli version of 
the incident. 

The fire was set overnight 
while the Palestinians, who work- 
ed in Israel, were asleep in their 
hut. Police have yet to arrest any 
suspects. A third Arab was 
seriously injured in the fire. 

The ariny, meanwhile, 
damped curfews on four neigh- 
bourhoods in Rafah, the military 
spokesman said. 

Another Arab journalist told the 
AP three Palestinians from the 
village of Beitin were shot and 
wounded by an Arab known to 


AMMAN (J-T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday replaced 
four members of the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate). A 
Royal Decree carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said 
Ahmad Obeidat, Akef Al Fayez, 
Nizam Al Sharabi and Jamal Al 
Khreisheh were appointed sena- 
tors in place of Hikmat Al Masri, 
Walid Salah, Abdul Majid Sho- 
man and Nayef Al Khreisheh. 


Gulf combatants 
exchange flowers 


Yunis, where five protesters were . collaborate ’with Israel. 


shot and sustained leg wounds, 
the hospital officials said. 

The clashes were apparently 
ignited when two Palestinians, 
one from Rafah and the other 
from Khan Yunis, died this 
week in a fire set by arsonists in 
or Yehuda, outside Tel Aiv, 


S. Africa admits having 
nuclear arms capability 


VIENNA (R) — South Africa 
has the capability to produce nuc- 
lear weapons, Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha said Saturday. 

Asked whether South Africa 
had a nuclear bomb, Botha told a 
news conference: “We have the 
capability to make one... we have 
the capability to do so should we 
want to.” 

But Botha, speaking after talks 
with U.S., Soviet and British 
officials on the possibility of Pre- 
toria signing the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), de- 
clined to say more. 

Asked .whether South Africa 
already had nuclear weapons, he 
said: “I’m not going to enlarge on 
that statement.” 

South Africa has long been 
widely believed to be developing 
a nuclear bomb. Nigerian Oil 
Minister Rilwanu Lukman last 
year accused Pretoria of testing 
nuclear weapons. 

But Botha said his country 
would not be rushed into signing 
the 1970 NPT, under which it 


would have to negotiate an agree- 
ment with the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
allowing agency officials to visit 
all its nuclear plants. 

South Africa allow IAEA in- 
spectors to visit some of its nuc- 
lear plants under a “safeguards" 
programme, aimed at halting the 
spread of nuclear weapons from 
the five traditional weapons 
states — the United States, the 
Soviet Union, China, Britain and 
France. 

But the IAEA has long sought 
access to a uranium enrichment 
plant near Pretoria capable of 
making wea pons-grade material. 

Botha said Pretoria would want 
to know “whether the provisions 
of the NPT would be applied to 
us in a noo-discriminatory man- 
ner if we are to consider joining 
it.” 

"I can certainly not advise my 
government, nor can our experts, 
if we are not satisfied that there is 
something in it for us. This does 
not take place overnight." 


He said the man opened fire at 
a Palestinian flag hanging on a 
telepone pole and when villagers 
rushed towards him, he directed 
his gunfire at them. 

An official at Rafidiyeh hospit- 
al in Nablus said one of the 
wounded men, Taisir Ghanem, 
18, who was hit in the groin and 
operated on, told him he was shot 
by a collaborator. 

Another Palestinian sustained 
serious head wounds, the official 
said. 

In another development, three 
Palestinian workers were severely 
beaten by Jewish assailants while 
at work in the Tel Aviv suburb of 
Givat Shmuel, the Israeli Itim 
reported. 

The assailants also attacked the 
Arabs’ Jewish employer who 
rushed to the aid of his workers 
and smashed the windows of his 
truck. 

The attack was unprovoked, 
Itim reported. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
! man and Iraqi soldiers exchanged 
flowers and kisses instead of bul- 
lets after hearing of a ceasefire in 
the Gulf war, Iraqi soldiers said 
Saturday. 

The soldiers, returning on 
leave from the front, said in 
Baghdad the Iranians broke the 
ice at several points along the 
1,200-kilometre front by walking 
across. 

“They gave us flowers. We 
gave them flowers too- and any- 
thing else we could find,” one 
soldier told Reuters. 

The fraternisation followed 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar's announcement 
last Monday of a ceasefire date in 
a war which has lasted nearly 
eight years and cost an estimated 
one million lives. 

At one point, Iraqi and Iranian 
troops met for an impromptu 
swim in a river which had sepa- 
rated them. “We laughed, joked, 
threw water at each other and 
kissed each other on the cheek," 
a soldier said. 

On the northern front, Iranian 
soldiers waving white flags 


brought cold drinks to the Iraqis 
and were given watches in return, 
another soldier said. 

Iranians and Iraqis also fired in 
the air lo celebrate. “They were 
pointing and gesturing to say, 
‘from now on we only fire at the 
sky’,’’ one Iraqi said. 

Iraq's United Nations mission 
said in a statement Friday that 
Iranian troops fired hundreds of 
shells at Iraqi positions Thursday 
and Friday. 

It was the second such com- 
plaint in 24 hours. Iraq accused 
Iran Thursday of firing more than 
400 shells and mortar bombs at 
positions on the southern front. 
Tehran also denied that report. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted what it called an 
informed source at the general 
command as saying Saturday that 
Baghdad was malting false allega- 
tions. 

Major-General Slavko Jovic of 
Yugoslavia, newly appointed 
commander of the U.N. Gulf 
ceasefire observer team, met offi- 
cials at U.N. headquarters late 
Friday before taking up his new 
post. 


Sudan says foreign flood 
relief just ‘drop in ocean’ 


Najibullah seen facing 
‘crucial survival test* 


KABUL (Agencies) — A battle 
for control of the Afghan provin- 
cial capital of Kunduz could be a 
■ crucial test of the Kabul govern- 
ment’s ability to survive a Soviet 
troop withdrawal, Western diplo- 
mats said Saturday. 

But the diplomats warned 
a gains t counting out Afghan lead- 
er Najibullah too soon, saying 
rebels had yet to prove they could 
hold a provincial capital for more 
than a few days. 

“The regime may be shaky, but 
there is no sign it is going to 
collapse in the immeduate fu- 
ture," one diplomat commented. 

As the withdrawal of some' 
100,000 Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan neared its halfway 
point, the mortar and artillery 
battle between Afghan govern- 
ment forces and the rebels was 
continuing around Kunduz, 
Western sources in Kabul said. 

Kunduz lies just 60 kilometres 
south of the Soviet border. The 
guerrillas launched their new 
offensive against the town early 
this week just after Soviet troops 
pulled out. 

The town has been under daily 


rocket attack. The bazaar has 
been open only a few hours a day 
with some merchants openly dis- 
playing portraits of rebel leader 1 
Shah Massoud, the sources told 
Reuters. 

On Friday evening, a Soviet 
military source acknowledged 
that the rebels were bolding ab- 
out two-thirds of the city, with 
entrenched government forces 
controlling the airport area. 

The new rebel offensive is seen 
as a test for the Afghan army to . 
show its fighting ability once its 
Soviet backers are gone. Half the 
Soviet troops are due to be pulled 
out by Monday, and the rest by 
Feb. 15. 

Zia hits India 

Pakistani President Moham- 
mad Zia U1 Haq has said Satur- 
day India and the Soviet Union 
were collaborating to prevent an 
Islamic government from taking 
power in Afghanistan- 

Talking with a panel of Pakista- 
ni newspaper editors, Zia said the 
Soviet Union was behind India’s 
belared interest in Afghanistan's 
future. 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — A 
government minister said Satur- 
day foreign aid to help nearly two 
million Sudanese made homeless 
by the flooded Nile amounted to 
“a drop in the ocean.” 

Finance Minis ter Omar Nour 
Al Dayem, questioned about 
flood victims complaining they 
were not being helped, told Reu- 
ters: 

“Relief has so far been little. It 
is a drop in the ocean compared 
to the problem.” 

"It is true that many people 
have not received assistance. 
What we have here is nearly two 
million people made homeless.” 

The minister said in the inter- 
view that foreign countries were 
widening their participation in 
relief operations. 

He did not elaborate. But at 
least a dozen countries are send- 
ing aid, including Jordan, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Libya, Turkey, Bri- 
tain and the United States. 

The Nile continued to rise inex- 
orably, fed by heavy rains in the 
headwaters of the White and 
Blue Nile tributaries. A storm 
thundered over Khartoum in the 
early hours Saturday but only 
light rain fell. 

A 13-hour downpour last week 
washed away thousands of mud 
huts in the capital, leaving at least 
a third of the four million inhabi- 
tants homeless. 

The Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) said the Nile in Khar- 
toum bad reached 16.06 metres, 
just below the level of the 1946 
flood which was the worst in 
living memory. 


Government officials have said 
they expected the flood to peak in 
Khartoum in the next two to 
three weeks. The Nile flows on 
into Egypt and the annual flood 
provides the lifeblood of Egyp- 
tian agriculture. 

Life was slowly returning to 
normal in some parts of Khar- 
toum, but high water and poor 
management prevented distribu- 
tion of relief supplies to hard-hit 
areas, Egypt's Akhbar Al Yom 
newspaper said Saturday. 

The Cairo daily newspaper Al 
Ahram said hundreds of tons of 
supplies were in Khartoum, wait- 
ing to be distributed. 

The rains that swamped Khar- 
toum and other cities in eastern 
and northern Sudan killed at least 
39 people and caused $200 mil- 
lion in damage, Major-General 
Al Fateh Abdoun. a city official, 
was quoted as saying by Akhbar 
Al Yom. 

Some of those hardest hit were 
nearly one million people who 
fled drought and civil war in 
Sudan's rural areas to seek refuge 
in squatter settlements ringing 
Khartoum. - — 

The government has declared 
six-month state of emergency to 
cope with the flood. 

SUNA said the central region 
of Sudan had' now been declared 
a disaster area and the governor 
was on his way to Khartourft- to 
discuss the situation with Prime 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi. 

Mahdi said during a tour of 
flood-stricken areas of the capital 
Wednesday be was shocked that 
negligible aid was reaching vic- 


tims. 

The finance minister said 
100.000 sacks of sorghum had 
been taken out of 3 reserve stock- 
pile to overcome a bread shor- 
tage. 

Nour Al Dayem rejected re- 
ports of differences between the 
government and donor countries 
over putting Sudan's military in 
charge of the relief operation. 

“We are proud of our armed 
forces and their performance," 
he said. 


Jordan 


The appointments take effect im- 
mediately. 

Obeidat served as prime minis- 
ter before Zaid Rifai formed his 
government in April 19S5. Akef 
Al Fayez served as speaker of the 
now-dissolved Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Sharabi is a former cabinet 
member and Khreisheh is a tribal 
leader. 


Islamic 
New Year 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day celebrates the Hijra New Year 
with religious ceremonies to be 
held in various mosques in 
Jordan. 

The anniversary is that of the 
emigration of tbe Prophet 
Mohammad from Mecca to Medi- 
na on his mission to spread Islam 
throughout the Arabian Peninsu- 
la, and later to the outside world. 

Speaking to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, on the eve of the 
New Year, Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Secretary-General 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi said the 
occasion “offers an opportunity 
for Muslims to celebrate the real 
beginning of Islam with its cultu- 
ral, social, political, spiritual and 
military institutions paving the 

King receives 
greetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
Saturday- telephoned His 
Majesty King Hussein to offer 
his greetings on the occasion 
of the Islamic New Year. The 
King also received congra- 
tulatory cables on the occa- 
sion from government leaders 
and senior officials. Among 
those sending the cables 
were Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 
Armed Forces Commander- 
in-Chiel Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, the directors- 
general of the Public Security. 
General Intelligence and Civil 
Defence departments and 
senior officials from various 
parts of the Kingdom. 

The cables expressed pride 
in the King and in the efforts 
he exerts in support of Arab/ 
Islamic issues and in reinforc- 
ing Arab solidarity. 

They also recalled the 
Prophet Mohammad's sacri- 
fices for Islam and the role Al 
Hussein Ibn Ali and King 
Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein play- 
ed for the Great Arab Revolt 
and for attaining independ- 
ence for Arab co untries. 

ground for 0 le propagation of tbe 
new religion to the whole world.’'' 
“It was because of the great 
significance of the emigration (Hi- 
jra) that the commander of the 
faithful, Omar Ibn Al Khattab, 
decided to consider the start of the 
emigration as the date for the 
beginning of the Islamic 
calendar.” 

Abbadi said that it was in Medi- 
na, where the Prophet Moham- 
mad took refuge from the people 
of Quraish, that all Islamic in- 
stitutions were first established. 
Preachers at various masques 
in the Kingdom have been en- 
trusted with giving sermons ex- 
plaining the meanings of H(jra 
and to organise seminars at Isla- 
mic cultural centres to mark the 
occasion, Abbadi said. 

He said tbe Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs would hold a 
celebration at the Husseini Mos- 
que in Amman Monday afternoon 
and notable Muslim scholars 
would address the worshippers. 

AU government departments 
and public institutions will remain 
dosed Sunday for the occasion. 


On the Occasion of 
Al-Hijra Year 



THE ARAB BANK LTD 

has the honour to convey to 

lss \kMsm m&m 


and to the Jordanian people 

its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 


Of Places and People 


In the Land of Lot 


By Dr. Nicola Ziadeh 


DURING the short period I lived 
in Nazareth. I attended Sunday 
School. One important part of 
the activities which the supervisor 
performed was narrating Biblical 
stories. That was a new experi- 
ence for me. Our teacher then 
was a good story-teller; and stor- 
ies from the Bible were, if I 
remember correctly, a matter of 
conviction. I listened with in- 
terest to the story of the Crea- 
tion. How great it was that God 
made man put of earth. What I 
probably missed, then, was that 
God made mao after His image, 
and after His likeness. That was 
incomprehensible to me. But then 
Adam and Eve committed a sin. 
They were punished. I saw their 
punishment in a double sense. 
First, they must have felt 
ashamed to be naked suddenly. 
Nakedness was to me then the 
most shameful way people could 
appear. 1 had had no experience 
of a beach and bathing suits; this 
was to come later. But. for me. 


the other side of their sin was that 
they robbed us of an easy life. 
Our teacher, I am sure, must 
have tried to imprint in our minds 
the idea of the “original sin”; but 
that was beyond my comprehen- 
sion. 

The one story which caught my 
imagination was that of Lot and 
his wife. The people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah bad done great' 
evil in the eyes of the Lord; and 
“the outcry against them was 
great and their sin was very 
grave," so He punished them in 
this way: “Then the Lord rained 
on Sodom and Gomorrah brim- 
stone and fire from out of 
heaven; and He overthrew those 
cities, and all the valley, and all 
the inhabitants of the cities and 
what grew on the ground." 
However Lot.- his wife and their 
two daughters were saved, be- 
cause they had been ordered out 
of the place. But they were 
warned not to look back. Lot's 
wife, who was walking behind 


him, “looked back and she be- 
came a pillar of salt.” 

The dramatisation of the story 
by our teacher left such an im- 
pression on me. Probably the 
honor of the punishment, prob- 
ably the statement that a person 
may become a pillar of salt and 
many other things horrified me; 
and this remained with me for 
some time. We were also told 
that the Dead Sea and the volca- 
nic mountains which surround it 
were the result of this “brimstone 
and fire", which fell from heaven. 

More elevating and sublime 
were the two stories told by our 
Sunday School teacher concern- 
ing the baptism of Christ in the 
River Jordan, a short distance 
before its entry into the Dead 
Sea, and of Jesus’s forty days 
fasting at the top of mount Qrun- 
tul (Qarantel). which overlooks 
the southern parts of the Jordan 
Valley, and the Dead Sea. 

So when the principal of our 
college announced that he was 


organising a visit to Jericho, the 
Dead Sea, the River Jordan and 
Mount Quruntel during the com- 
ing Christmas vacation. I has- 
tened to register for it. My 
mother approved of the trip. The 
college, it was stated, would pay 
for transport and food. Arrange- 
ments were made for us to stay at 
the Coptic and Greek Orthodox 
monasteries or at the mosque. 
Students who wished to do so, 
i.e. who could afford it, could 
stay at the hotel for IS (Egyptian) 
piastres (= about three shillings 
of the currency of the day). I 
stayed at the two monasteries 
with a number of students. 


which had been Lot’s wifes, for 
myself. But on our way from 
Jericho to the Dead Sea and back 
I found no trace of such a thing. I 
could not believe that the area 
could have been the result of 
immediate "burning’'; neither 
could I understand what our 
teacher had told us. I think it was 
then that I, consciously or other- 
wise, began to draw some ques- 
tion marks about the validity of 
Old Testament stories. I was not, 
I believe, in a position to chink of 
them metaphorically. 


The journey horn Jerusalem to 
Jericho took almost a full day by 
carriage (the return journey 
being an ascent from 390 metres 
below sea-level to about 750 
metres above, took a little 
longer). 

Needless to say I kept the idea 
of looking for the pillar of salt 


This experience was of great 
value to me. It gave me first hand 
information regarding that part of 
Palestine. We walked (some stu- 
dents hired donkeys) and enjoyed 
the warm winter - of the region. 
When 1 returned 1 bad treasured 
some knowledge, and this was 
totally different from what our 
Sunday School teacher had told 
me. Later it was explained to me 
that the whole unusual structure 


was the result of geological faults. 

' Now whether God bad punished 
the people of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in that particular fashion or 
not was no more my concern. 

Jerusalem has a large Coptic 
monastery, which had been there 
for centuries. It is not its history 
which concerns me at present. 
My aunt, like many people, had 
rented rooms at the monastery. I 
visited her frequently. One day 
she took me to meet the superior 
of the place. I went with some 
hesitation. I had had some un- 
pleasant experience with some 
high ranking Greek monks at the 
Greek Orthodox monastery. But 
when I met Father Yuhama Alf 
Antuni Al Bahjuri, I changed my 
mind. To begin with he treated 
me as a human being, not as a kid 
who was seeking his blessings. 
His questions centred around our 
college library and the books we 
read. Our library, by the way, 
was then a modest collection of a 
few hundred volumes. His own 


library, as I could judge, was 
bigger than outs. He merited me 
to borrow some of his own books 
to read. I did and made that a 
practice. 

Then the summer vacation was 
approaching. He gave me a few 
volumes to take with me to Jenin. 
Not religious books — nothing of 
the son. One volume was a col- 
lection of articles by Shibli 
Shmayyil, a Lebanese physician, 
who lived in Egypt, wrote about 
sciences and was a Darwinist. 

I spent the summer (1923) at 
Jenin and Nazareth. Although I 
read other books, I concentrated 
on ShmayyiTs work. The man, an 
intellectual leader of the modern 
Arab renaissance (19th-20th cen- 
tury) was an adamant believer in 
the need for Arabs to throw' 
themselves completely into the 
fields of sciences. Literature, law, 
legal studies and traditional phi- 
losophy could not serve a renaiss- 
ance in his days. Mathematics, 
physics, chemistry and the like. 


he held, constituted the needs of * 
the Arabs. Further, he was a 
patron of free thinking and the ' 
freedom of individuals and sode- 
ty. To him the shackles which ' 
bound the Arabs, irrespective of : \ 
their origin and nature, had to be 1 '\ 
broken. He was. as I appreciated • ' 
him then, a man who looked ■ " 
forward — a futuristic, if you *• 
wish. He did not wish the Arabs 1 ' 
to look backwards — forward, ■ ' 5 
forward, forward was his theme. • “ 
He did not just shout. He pointed , ‘ 
the way. at’ 

So when on July 2, 1924 ry 
received my diploma and was to 
be appointed as teacher, I hath, 
treasured from these three ] 
at the college much more 
many others of toy cl 

did. X collected some i 
knowledge — but I had 
many values, bad formed an 
tude of doubt and develo 
assertion for theoretical in 
tion — literature, law and 
subjects! 
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(Left) Salt crystals on 
the shore of the Dead 
Sea were interpreted 
by the Bible as being 
remains of people 
punished by God for 
their sms and (right) 
the Orthodox monas- 
tery of SL George on 
the Mount of Temp- 
tation in the wilder- 
ness near Jericho. 
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630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Mutim): Collection of military 
memorabilia daring from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
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American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cuhural Centre £24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Dtv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 


The Amman Lkms Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday al the 
Regency Palace hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Ll oi FUMdpbla Onb. Meetings ev- 
ery second ami fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PhfiadefpUa Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal AntOdtobBe Chb. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. TeL 815261 


fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieb, Tel. 771751. 

A mm a n International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Sbmeisani, TeL 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N_ 
Snrir 811295) 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd’s Church) 
InterdeDOminational-ecumenial En- 
glish Service: Sacnrday 6:30 p.m. tel. 
822605, Rev. Veli. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Tel. 815-817. 
821-264. 
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Min./max. temp. 
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17i35 Athens (OA) 

I8ri» Dubai IEK) 

19^5 Frankfurt (LH) 
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91M London, Cairo (BA) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
nian 31JL, Aqaba 39. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba 26 
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ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 
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FOR THE 
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Amman Municipal Library ..... 637111 
Utihr. of Jordan Library 843555 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Abdul Hamid Shorn an 

Foundation 672541 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 


MUSEUMS 


M&7 Fajr 

05:35 f Sunrise) Duba 

12^0 Dhufar 

lfc21 — ‘AST 

15fe27 Maghreb 

2fc53 'Hha 


This information is supplied' by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Q men Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 
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Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 
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Public Security Directorate 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

. Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 * 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory ass is t a nce) 12 1 

Overseas Calls 17 1 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 ’ 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 ' 

Water Anthority 680100 

Jordan EJectririty Authority 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 648411, 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia inti. Airport. 08-52000 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2 ) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Amin Abdul Jabir 614222 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hourani ...898552 

Dr. Salman Al Dabdoobi 776751 

Dr. Add Amman 812148 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A) Asema pharmacy ........ 637055 

Nahroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy' 644945 

Sbxneisatu pharmacy 637660 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 
Alrileh Maternity. J. Amn. 
Jabal Amman Maternity .... 

Malhas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcaani 

Sbmeisani Hospital 


The Ken Bruce Show 3fc45 Sports 
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22 JO Feature 23.-00 World News 23:09 
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23 JO Meridian 24:00 News Summary 
followed by A Life at the UN 00:15 
The Idea of Europe 01:00 World News 
01:09 From Our Own Correspondent 
01:25 Nature Notebook 61:40 Reflec- 
tions 01:45 Sports Roundup 02dN 
World News 02:09 Words 02:15 The 
Tony Myatl Request Show 


••Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for aO 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Hays Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. • 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6.-00 
p.m. dosed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasfa (4th lo 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a_m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Arcfaacologicri Musetun: Has 
an excellent coOcctiM of the anti- 
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NewsSummary 
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Ncwsdesk 
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Evening Show 

NewsSummary 

.... Evening Show continued 


VOICE OF 
AMERICA 


quitics of Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa 
(Citadel Jfifl). Opening hours: 9.00 
a-m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of die Muslim coun- 


MW 1260 & 5H’ 72rt). 9565. 1174. 
11925 and 15210 Hi 


07:00 News 07:10 VOA Morning OftOO 
News 08:10 VOA Morning Q9ri» News 


09:10 VOA Moniing IMS News 18:19 
New Horizons 18J0 Studio One lfcOO 


tries and a collection of paintings by 
19ih Century orientalist, artists. Munta- 


SL Joseph Chnrdi (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Anmmdation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeb, Tel. 
637440. 

De fa SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. TeL 661757, Sunday 
English mass (summer time 6 p.m., 
winter time 5 p.m.). 

Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeb, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of (be Ammodatiod (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623S41. 
Anglican Church (Church of (he Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TeL 625383, 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian r«rtmin. Church Ashrafieb, 
Tel. 771331. 

Anuodna Orthodox Church Ashra- 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FUGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


Jeddah (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Dhahran, Kuwait ( RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

Los Angeles Chicago. Vienna (Rj) 

London (FU) 

iManbul(Rj) 

Cairo (RJ) 

ftris(RJ) 

.... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva ( Rji 

Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

New York, Vienna ( RJ) 

London (add.l(RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


66-20 Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

06G0 Cairo. London (BA) 

IDrOO Damascus. Paris (AF) 

19:40 Larnaca, Berth) (BER) 

1225 Kuwait (KU) 

1220 Rome(AZ) 

14*0 Baghdad I1A ) 

14.-95 Cairo (MS) 

14J0 Bahrain, Doha, Sharjah (GF) 


l5rt» Tripoli (LN) 

17M Jeddah (Sv) 


TAXIS: 

Talal taxi 640031 

Venice taxi 644584 

Asfourtaxi 673730 

Tamer taxi 813581 

Nahdataxi 663003 

Holiday tan 663100 

Sayedtaa 604422 

Middle East taxi 604615 


1826 Athens (OA) 

19ri» Dubai (EK) 

20:15 Sana’a (LH) 


RBDh 

Dr. Mohammad AiSfiar' (— ) 

Al Sfaaraa’ pharmacy 985238 


Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrecn 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieb .... 

Amty.Marka 

Queen AUa Hospital 

Aural Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sina Hospital .. 

IRBID-. 


. 813813/32 
644281/6.- 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

845845- 

.. 667227/9. 
.666127/37- 
.. 664164#’ 
.. 777101/3- 
. 775111/26' 
. 891611/15. 
.60224050 
674155' 


WEATHER 


ZARQAr 

Dr. Rnbab Al Bourini / ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy !!"985417 


Greek Cathobc Hospital (02X272275 

IbnAlNafces Hospital «)2)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tarmlntf 2) 


The temperature is expected to be 
around normal with north-westerly 
freshening winds. In Aqaba, rite winds 
will be northerly moderate and calm 
seas. -i - -• ■rfr 1 


GvO Defence Directorate 6611U 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

ResmePOHce ..... 192. 621111. 637777 
198,891228 

Blood Bank 778303 


Ministry of Information 641467 

Ministry of the Interior-. 663111 

Ministry of Tonrism 642311- 

Driving Licences Dept 892283 

Forogners and Frontiers Dept. 622106 

Meteorological Dept. 892406 

Public Security Headquarters .. 630321. 
Tekcommumcatiow 
Corporation 638301 
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King congratulates Pakistan 

S* 1 !?* -I® 5 Majesty King Hussein sent a cable to 
™ostom President Zia U1 Haq expressing good wishes to him on 
his county’s Independence Day. 

wished President Zia continued health and ha pnin>« 
andthe Pakistani people progress and prosperity. 

The King, meanwhile, received a cable of good wishes on the 
wtoweraaiy of his accession to the throne from French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

The president wished the King continued health and happiness, 
praiang the existing lies of friendship between the Jordanian and 
the French people. 

King Hussein received a similar cable from French Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard. 

On the occasion of the King’s accession to the throne, a huge 
rally was held at the University of Jordan. The students carried 
posters and King H ossein's portrait as they marched across the 
campus. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday chairs a meeting at the Aqaba 
Region Authority during which the region’s development plans and 
environment were discussed iPetra photo) 

Queen voices concern 
over Aqaba environment 







AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor has expressed con- 
cern about environment prob- 
kms in the Gulf of Aqaba ema- 
; . V ! nating from phosphate powder 
. '* and its effect on public health and 
. . ^ maritime life — knowing that the 
• Red Sea coast abounds with rare 
maritime which Jordan, the inter- 
national organisations, and the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of the Environment have been 
trying to protect from the danger 
i of pollution. 

The Queen was on a visit 
Saturday to the phosphate load- 
-» ing station in Aqaba where the 
,i Phosphate Company director 
general briefed her on the com- 

* pany’s projects and future plans 

* to address the problem of phos- 
I . phate powder. Her Majesty was 
\ accompanied by Minister of 

$ Tourism Zuhair Ajlouni, the 
-4 president of Aqaba Region An- 
zli, thbrity, and the president of the 
' Royal Society for the Protection 
of the Environment. 

Queen Noor also chaired a 
meeting of the Aqaba Region 
Authority during which the presi- 
dent of the Aqaba Region Au- 




thority made a detailed presenta- 
tion on the authority's future 
plans that include the building of 
public parks opposite the hotels 
area and the development of 
Aqaba's A1 Hafayer and AI Sha- 
lalah districts. Plans for invest- 
ment in the camp of AI Morjan 
shore by the Social Security Cor- 
poration, the Aqaba Region Au- 
thority and the Ministry of Tour- 
ism to provide public entertain- 
ment facilities were reviewed dur- 
ing the meeting. 

During the meeting tourism 
development, accommodation 
for visitors, the development of 
the southern region, the creation 
of a new touristic region accord- 
ing to the Aqaba Region Author- 
ity’s plans in addition to protect- 
ing maritime life there were also 
discussed. The meeting was 
attended by Minister of Tourism 
Zuhair Ajlouni, the president of 
the Aqaba Region Authority, the 
Social Security Corporation 
director, the Ministry of Tourism 
secretary general, Aqaba Gov 
emor, and the Aqaba Region 
Authority senior officials. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 



ENVOY TO SYRIA NAMED: The cabinet Saturday named 
Nayef Ai Hadid as ambassador to Syria. During a regular 
session, chaired by Prune Minister Zaid Rifai, the cabinet also 
approved an Arab cooperation agreement on the field of aid 
and relief. 

ART EXHIBITION: An exhibition by expatriate Jordanian artist 
Edward Horan opened at the Royal Cultural Centre in Amm a n 
Saturday under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina. Horan’s exhibition here, will last until Aug- 18. 

PUBLIC RALLY FOR IRAQ: The National Jordanian Popular 
Committee for Supporting the Iraqi People will hold a public rally 
Wednesday on the occasion of Iraqi Armed Forces victories in the 
battlefield. Several notable speakers will address the rally which will 
be held at the Hussein Youth City. 

YOUTH CAMP OPENS: A youth camp opened Saturday at the 
Ajloun permanent camping site. Participants in the week-long camp 
will hear lectures on the Great Arab Revolt and will take part in 
seminars and cultural activities. They will also tour a number of 
tourist and archaeological sites. 


Hammouri to visit Egypt 


■iTAtS 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Culture and National Heritage 
Mo hamma d H amm ouri received 
an invitation from his Egyptian 
counterpart to visit Egypt and 
discuss cooperation between 
Egypt and Jordan in cultural 
fields. 

The visit is expected to take 
place early next month during 
which the minis ter will tour va- 


rious Egyptian cultural centres, 
according to an announcement 
here. 

The announcement also said 
the Ministry of Culture received 
an invitation to take part in an 
Arab book exhibition to be held 
in Doha, Qatar in November. 
The ministry said it will partici- 
pate in the exhibition, displaying 
60 books. 


Jordan gets 1,582 tonnes 
of West Bank produce 


* AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
'■ Total amount of fruits and veget- 
£,aMes that crossed into the East 
V'feank from the occupied West 
^ Bank and the Gaza Strip last 
t month were estimated at 1.582 
v; tonnes, according to a Ministry of 
^’•Agriculture’s statistical bulletin. 

. The bulletin said the shipments 
■jj included 285 tonnes of onions, 
V‘237 tonnes of bananas, 809 ton- 


nes of peaches. 91 tonnes of 
carrots, 37 tonnes of cactus fruit, 
22 tonnes of grapes. 84 tonnes of 
boiled cheese and 17 tonnes of 
honey. 

Normally these products are 
marketed in the East Bank. 
However, some of them find their 
way to neighbouring Arab cotw- 
tries- 


- > *■ 




WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photo exhibition at the University of Jordan. 

* Architectural exhibition at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine 
Arte. 

* Art exhibition; “Start Nature” at the University of Jordan. 

* Paintings exhtoition by Edward Horan at the Royal Cultural 

Centre. 



AL HUSSEIN VISITS GHQ; His'Mauesty 

King Hussein, the Supreme Commander of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, Saturday visited the 
army headquarters and was met by the Armed 
Forces Commander in Chief Field Marshal Sharif 


Zaid Urn Shaker, Army Chief of Staff Fathl Abu 
Taleb and their aides as well as the commander of I 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force. The King held a | 
brief meeting with Sharif Zaid and later heard a 
briefing on the Armed Forces (Petra photo) 


Jordan to take part in Arab 
health ministers talks in Sudan 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
has been invited to an emergency 
meeting by the executive bureau 
of the Arab Health Ministers 
Council to be held in Tunis 
Wednesday, to discuss means of 
assisting Sudan to deal with the 
consequences of floods which 
have displaced it least 1.5 million 
people and destroyed 83,000 
homes. 

The invitation came to Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh from 
Arab League Secretary General 
Chadli Klibi in a cable that said 
the health ministers of Jordan, 
Tunisia, Syria, Iraq. Kuwait and 
Morocco will attend the extraor- 
dinary meeting, which will look 
into measures to provide assist- 
ance to Sudan to help it deal with 
the consequences of the disaster. 

On Friday, the National Com- 


mittee for Solidarity with Sudan 
held an emergency meeting to 
examine the situation in the Arab 
African country, and decided to 
dispatch urgent assistance in the 
form of medical and rescue 
teams, to carry out relief opera- 
tions in cooperation with the 
Sudanese authorities. 

The committee, acting upon 
directives from His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. also 
decided to send a new consign- 
ment of medicines, food, con- 
struction supplies, as well as wa- 
ter sterilisers and power gener- 
ators to be used in Sudanese 
hospitals and medical centres. 

The committee issued an 
appeal to the public to offer 
contributions to people in Sudan. 

Last Sunday. Jordan sent off 
another mission to Sudan to help 


implement projects within the 
framework of a Jordaoian- 
Sudanese cooperation program- 
me for the development of 
drought and famine stricken re- 
gions. 

Jordan started sending medical 
and relief missions, including 
food supplies, to Sudan following 
the 1986 drought and famine that 
hit the Arab country. 

Prince Hassan visited Sudan to 
take a dose look at the situation 
before the missions embarked on 
relief operations. 

The Tunis meeting Wednesday 
is the first of its kind to discuss 
assistance to Sudan since Decem- 
ber 1987 when it decided to allo- 
cate SSOO,O0O in assistance and 
relief supplies for Sudan and 
Lebanon. 


West German team to discuss 
agricultural schemes in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A de- 
legation from West Germany is 
due here on Aug. 21 to discuss 
with Jordanian officials agricultu- 
ral schemes being implemented 
with help from the West German 
Development Agency. 

The Agency is supplying finan- 
cial and technical assistance to 
these projects under a 1989-1990 
agreement. 

To prepare for the talks with 


the West German team. Agricul- 
ture Ministry’s Secretary General 
Salem AI Lawzi chaired a meet- 
ing Saturday at his office, review- 
ing agricultural projects that 
could benefit from German 
assistance between 1988 and 
1990. 

Last October, Jordan and West 
Germany exchanged notes on 
technical cooperation, including a 
West German offer to set up a 


laboratory for controlling the 
quality of plant protection agents 
with a view to preserving public 
safety. 

The notes encouraged Ger- 
many to assign a group of ex- 
perts, supply material and equip- 
ment for the implementation of 
the project. The overall cost of 
the project was estimated at two j 
million German marks. 


VTC plans to expand 
training programmes 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The Ministry of Labour’s 
Vocational Training Corporation (VTC) plans to 
expand its programmes and training services for 
young men and women, enlisting the help of the 
private sector to attain the best results, VTC 
Director General Burhan Shreideh announced 
Saturday. 


The VTC plans to expand hori- 
zontally and vertically, providing 
training in a wide variety of spe- 
cialisations for 30.000 apprentices 
in the 1986-1990 five year plan, 
Shreideh said at the opening of 
five courses at Ain AJ Basha 
Vocational Training Centre, near 
•Sweileh for VTC instructors. 

The instructors teach trainees 
skills in carpentry, decor, and 
machine maintenance, according 
to a VTC official. 

Shreideh, in an address to the 
participants in the week-long 
course, said the national eco- 
nomy and development “can only 
be promoted through the proper 
recruitment of instructors who 
can skillfully teach the trainees.” 
A total of 8,802 trainees have 
graduated from VTC centres 
since the establishment of the 


corporation 11 years ago. 

Last year’s trainees numbered 
11,000, Shreideh noted. 

Out of the 30,000 to receive 
training within the five-year plan, 
10,000 will take short term 
courses because of employment 
in private and public organisa- 
tions and companies, according 
to Shreideh. 

He said the VTC cooperates 
with 22 businesses that offer prac- 
tical training to the apprentices 
and send employees to VTC cen- 
tres for higher tr ainin g. 

In implementing the VTCs 
five year plan, four additional 
vocational training centres will be 
established in the Kingdom in the 
coining two years and five smaller 
ones will be opened adjacent to 
major industrial organisations. 
Shreideh noted. 


These trainees are needed, be 
said, to meet the growing demand 
for skilled manpower in the Arab 
and Jordanian labour markets. 

On Aug. 6, the VTC opened a 
two-week seminar for VTC in- 
structors. Shreideh then 
announced that the door was 
open for training courses at VTC 
centres. He added that this year 
no less than 3,400. trainees would 
be accepted at different centres. 

Most of those to be recruited 
for the new courses, Shreideh 
said, will be students who com- 
pleted their third preparatory 
school but failed to pass the 
Ministry of Education's admis- 
sion examinations to secondary 
school last June. 

Earlier this month, the VTC 
announced it had embarked on 
short-term training programmes 
for all able-bodied Jordanians 
seeking employment in the con- 
struction business, hotel manage- 
ment, sales and ready made clo- 
thing industries. 

The programmes, which a/e 
free of charge, were said to last 
between two . and five months, 
offering participants sufficient 
skills for employment. 



Vocational Training Corporation (VTC) Director 
General Burhan Shreideh Saturday addresses a 


new VTC course at Al Basha Training Centre, near 
Sweileh (Petra photo) 


7 killed, 9 injured in 
different incidents 


JORDAN VALLEY (J.T.) — 
Two women were killed and nine 
others were injured in a road 
accident which occurred at 
Kraimeh in the Jordan Valley 
Friday. 

A report in the local press said 
some of the injured will have 
to remain at hospital for at least 
10 days for treatment. 

In another incident, two chil- 
dren were killed when they were 
run over by a dairy truck in Irbid. 


A report said that a child had 
tampered with the brakes of the 
parked car causing the vehicle to 
overturn and fall over a steep 
edge. 

Two more people were killed 
in another accident in which two 
vehicles collided on the Zarqa 
Road. 

According to Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily, a 19-year-old man was kil- 
led by three stray bullets fired 
during a wedding at Muwaqqar. 


Jordan to build new 
Central Post Office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Post 
Office and Postal Savings Depart- 
ment (POPSD) is making prepa- 
rations to set up a new automated 
Central Post Office, a project 
expected to cost JD 1 million, the 
Department Director Gbazi Rifai 
announced in a newspaper inter- 
view published Saturday. 

The new central office will be 
close to the Radio and Television 
station in the area of Umm Al 
Hiran in Amman and will be built 
on 25,000 square metres, accord- 
ing to Rifai in a statement in Al 
Dus tour Arabic daily. 

Rifai told the newspaper that 
feasibility studies have been con- 
ducted and the Ministry of Public 
Works is now reviewing bids for 
the project which is intended to 
promote postal services in the 
Kingdom. 

The population in Jordan, now 
estimated at three million are 
currently served by 1,000 post 
offices, at the rate of one office 
for every three thousand, “but 
the new project is expected to 
provide even better facilities and 
promote postal work in general,” 
Rifai added. 

Postal services in Jordan date 
back to 1921 and POPSD 
(formerly known as Department 
of Communications) is consi- 
dered the oldest in the country as 
it was established in 1939, Rifat 
said. 

He said since its establishment 
the postal service in Jordan has 
been continually developed; and 
apart from delivering mail, post 
offices around the country are 
now involved in processing uni- 
versity students’ applications, ap- 
plications by job seekers addressed 
to the Civil Service Commission, 


and applications for renewing 
vehicle licences. 

In addition, the post offices 
now operate a savings system 
which is useful for depositors for 
educating their children “because 
the system allows members of the 
public to draw loans for educa- 
tion, provided they are saving 
with POPSD," Rifai said. 

He said that more than 250,000 
citizens now have deposits with 
the POPSD offices, and their 
□umber is on the increase at an 
estimated rate of 1,500 a month. 

The accumulated funds, Rifai 
added, are continually invested in 
income-generating projects. 
“Shortly, they will be used to give 
loans to government officials in 
accordance with a system which is 
still to be drawn up by POPSD.". 

Rifai said that delays in deliver- 
ing mail are diminishing in num- 
ber and “it is hoped that better 
measures will be introduced to 
speed up delivery.” 

He also announced that a total 
of 32 countries are now finked 
with Jordan through the fast mail 
delivery service which was intro- 
duced in the country two years 
ago. 


CORRECTION 


The Jordan Times erroneously 
published a report Saturday on 
the first stage of a residential 
project for Yarmouk Universi- 
ty. The report should have 
read Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology (JUST) 
instead of Yarmouk. The Jor- 
dan Times apologises for the 
mistake. 
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And from The Gulf to 
Bangkok, Bombay, Colombo, 

Delhi, Dhaka, Hongkong, 

Karachi, Manila 

For Reservation and 
more information please call 
Gulf Air Office Amman 
Tel. 653613 Or 
Your Travel Agent. 
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Dialogue should 
replace guns 


THE FUTURE of Lebanon may be more dear by the end of this 
week, when the surviving members of the country’s parliament 
elect a new president for a six-year term to succeed Amin Gemayel. 
Saturday’s announcement by Parliament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini that the house would meet Thursday for the elections signals 
that there is basic agreement among the various factions over the 
dire need to go ahead with the constitutional process. While it 
might be jumping the gun to deduce that this agreement 
encompasses the requirements of peace in the country and the rote 
the president has to play in realising them, we take the behind-tbe- 
scene consultations that produced Saturday’s announcement as a 
good omen. 

The Lebanese deputies, who wfll gather Thursday for the 
election process, will do so under the anxious eyes of the Arab 
World and the international community, as the next president 
would be the focal point in making or breaking hopes for a stable 
and secure Lebanon. To be sure, the Lebanese at large, who have 
no direct say in deciding who their president should be, are hoping 
that the deputies name the best man for the job of putting an end to 
13 years of bloodshed and misery. However, it is a very delicate 
and complex task that lies ahead for whoever emerges as president 
after Thursday's elections. It is no bed of roses that awaits him at 
the presidential palace. Ever-present suspicions and deep hostili- 
ties have become permanent features of the Lebanese political 
scene, and the president faces the prospect of having to walk a very 
thin line among them if he hopes to achieve national reconciliation 
— the only answer to restoring security and stability in the country 
and to rebuilding its unity and territorial integrity. We can only 
hope the token respect for the constitution among the various 
factions, as evident in their present jockeying for their candidates 
for the presidency, also extends to accepting that enough is enough, 
and that it is time that dialogue replaces the thunder of guns to 
bring about changes, justice and peace. 
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Rabah — Al Ra'i 


AI Ra 7; Avoiding outbidding 


IN all its actions and through all the measures it has issued so far, 
Jordan has wished to avoid situations where it would seem it is 
outbidding others in serving national causes. Jordan hps always 
sought to achieve agreement and consensus among Arab coun- 
tries and never acted to sow seeds of dissension among them. For 
this reason, Jordan hopes that its current negotiations with the 
PLO would not be distorted by other Arab countries since both 
sides require a positive and healthy climate in order to work out a 
formula for helping the Arab brothers under Israeli rule. The 
Palestine issue is now going through a critical stage, requiring 
support for the Jordanian-PLO moves on the part of the Arab 
Nation. Jordan should be supported by all Arabs in its decision to 
offer the PLO full responsibilities in dealing with the Palestine 
question and in its drive to place Israel face to face with the 
realities in the occupied territories. Regardless of Jordan’s 
severing of legal and administrative ties with the West Bank. 
Amman has pledged to maintain all possible help to the 
Palestinian people, and therefore meaningful backing should be 
given to Jordan’s endeavours in cooperation with the PLO. 


AI Dustour: Solidarity with Sudan 

IN yet another manifestation of its solidarity with all Arab 
countries, Jordan has derided to dispatch urgently needed food 
and medical supplies to the Sudanese people who are now facing 
the horrible consequences of floods. The derision expresses a 
national stand and reflects the Jordanian leadership’s readiness to 
offer speedy help to Arab citizens in distress, especially the 
Sudanese people who have been subjected to one ordeal after 
another. The new consignments of food and medical supplies 
complement those which Jordan had been sending to Sudan to 
help that country’s people overcome the consequences of drought 
and famine that hit the country over the past two years. We 
indeed hope that Jordan's humanitarian example will be copied 
by other Arab countries, and we also hope that the Jordanian 
people will respond favourably to a call by the national committee 
for solidarity with Sudan to extend financial and in-kind help to 
their brothers to alleviate their sufferings. Any assistance offered 
to the Sudanese people can only reflect true affection and 
compassion among the Arab people, and any humanitarian 
assistance will be a noble act among brothers. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Direct negotiations 


ARAB people who truly wish to serve the higher Arab interests 
and are committed to the cause of peace have expressed total 
support for Jordan’s decision to sever legal and administrative 
links with the West Bank. They realise that such a move can only 
promote the role of the PLO as the sole, legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people: and help Jordan to become even more 
active in regional, international and national arenas, /yab leaders 
are supporting the Jordanian decision since they supported this 
move at the recent Algiers Arab summit, and the PLO has 
welcomed the move, sayfng it will help them to play a leading role 
in serving the Palestinian people on all fronts. Most importantly, 
the Jordanian decision is bound to place (he Israeli leaders in a 
difficult position, forcing them to deal with the Palestinians 
directly following years of denial of the Palestinian people’s rights 
and their adamant position with regard to the Middle East 
international peace conference. By responding favourably to the 
PLO and Arab states, Jordan has acted with wisdom. By pledging 
continued support to the Palestinians it showed its total commit- 
ment to the Arab causes. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


West Bank separation won’t affect economy 


ECONOMIC analysts may speculate that the recent measures to 
sever legal and administrative ties with the West Bank will have some 
adverse consequences on the Jordanian economy, especially as far as 
the volume of expatriate remittances, the prices at the Amman 
stockexcbange and Jordan dinar position are concerned. 

We argue that these fears are unfounded. The decision did not 
create new economic realities, it only formally recognised what was 
already established on the ground. 

Expatriate remittances are of course sensitive to many factors. 
They declined by 15 per cent in 1987 without any measures taken, 
and rose in the first half of 198S for no political reasons. 

Remittances can be classified into two parts. The first part heads 
for the West Bank as a final destination. This part can be estimated at 
30 per cent of the total remittances and will continue because there is 
ho better way to channel the funds. If that trend did not continue, it 
will not influence the Jordanian economy, or the real balance of 
payments, as distinct from the official statistical balance of payment, 
which does not recognise remittance while moving on to the West 
Bank. 

The second part of the remittances, up to 70 per cent of the total, 
heads for the East Bank as a final destination, and will not be 
affected by the measures in any way. 

From a different point of view, the remittances can be classified by 
purpose into two categories: First, remittances for consumption 
representing funds sent to families and relatives for their living 
expenses. This part is estimated to be above 80 per cent, and is not 


likely to change because its volume is determined by the level of 
income of the expatriate concerned, and the needs of the family 
staying behind. Second, remittances made for investment and saving 
purposes, amounting to 20 per cent. This part is admittedly very 
sensitive, not to political factors though, but to economic and 
financial considerations, such as return oq investment, rate of 
interest, and perceived degree of risk. Those economic factors were 
obviously not influenced by the recent measures, and should not 
cause any drop. 

The expatriates’ remittances may nevertheless fluctuate up or 
down. If this happened it should be explained by many factors not 
including the subject measures. 

The analysts also look at Amman stockexchauge as a possible crisis 
area. The West Bankers, they suspect, may dump their portfolios of 
Jordanian companies' shares. 

Once more the prices in any stockexcbange are sensitive to 
fundamental and psychological factors. There is no doubt that the 
measures do not amount to an economic factor. The economics of the 
companies and their profitability will not be influenced by the 
measures. 

Any change in prices, therefore, must be psychological and 
accordingly temporary. The prices did drop by some three per cent in 
the first week until last Monday. Later on they bounced back when 
dealers realised that they have over-reacted. By the way, all Arabs, 
much more the Palestinians, are allowed and encouraged to own any 
amount of Jordanian shares without limitation. Dividends are tax 


exempt in Jordan. . , 

Those who may push the prices of shares down in order to unload 
their portfolios will be punishing themselves. 

The third area cited by observers is the Jordanian dinar. No one 
knows for sure the amount of dinars held by the West Bankers in 
cash. We estimate that they hold around JD 140 million. West 
Bankers afcn invest their savings in the Jordanian banking system. 
We estimate their deposits at JD 360 million. Thus the overall 
amount of dinars owned by West Bankers could add up to JD 500 
million, or 20 per cent of the money supply widely defined. 

What would happen to these amounts? I venture to answer: 
Nothing, until an independent Palestinian state is established. Even 
then the dinar may continue as legal tender in such a state for at least 
two more years. The Palestinian pound continued in circulation in 
Jordan until 1950. 

The political measures as such has no direct bearing on the dinar. 
Dinar holders in both banks have full confidence in the Jordanian 
banking system and the Central Bank of Jordan. They know for sore 
that their rights are 100 per cent safe and protected. 

West Bankers' deposits are divided among all commercial banks 
and financial corporations. However, the major part is held with 
Arab Bank, a very strong and trustworthy bank at domestic and 
international levels. 

To sum up, the economic impact of the recent measures are 
minimal, and the Jordanian economy should not be adversely 
affected. 
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The imperatives pushing North Africa towards unity 


By Francis Ghiles 


THE reopening, in June, of the 
frontier between Algeria and 
Morocco, North Africa's two 
most powerful countries, bas 
evoked a strong and favourable 
popular response. The officially 
controlled media in the two coun- 
tries praised the vision and sense 
of history of their respective lead- 
ers. This was hardly a surprise. 

For the mass of Algerians and 
Moroccans, however, the prom- 
ise of greater freedom of travel, 
trade and economic cooperation 
holds great appeal. The 12-year 
break between the two countries, 
caused by their dispute over the 
status of the former Spanish col- 
ony of the Western Sahara, was 
viewed by many of the more 
thoughtful North Africans, and 
not just in the two countries 
concerned, as a tragedy. 


“The 12-year break be- 
tween Algeria and 
Morocca was viewed as a 
tragedy” 


•The dispute over the Western 
Sahara bas yet to be resolved but 
the break in diplomatic relations 
it brought in February 1976 was. 
in many respects, the logical re- 
sult of the competition for region- 
al influence between Morocco, 
the Muslim world's oldest monar- 
chy, and Algeria, a state born of a 
cruel war of liberation against 
France. That conflict cost one 
million dead and witnessed the 
exodus of an equal number of 
European settlers. 

King Hassan of Morocco is 
•Amir al-Mu’tnimn (commander 
of the Faithful) and Khalifat 
Allah FO-Ard (Allah’s deputy on 
earth). The legitimacy of the 
Alaoui dynasty which has ruled 
Islam's most western lands for 
over three centuries rests on the 
dual foundation of historical 
tradition and the religion of the 
Prophet Mohammad.* The 
monarch has, especially during 
the early years of his reign, suc- 
cessfully defeated agitation by the 
major opposition parties and stu- 
dents and survived riots and 
attempted military coups. 

Despite extremes of wealth and 
poverty, regional disparities and 
a bloated public sector, Morocco 
bas made a far greater success of 
its agriculture than virtually any 
other African or Middle East 
country. It is actively developing 
its fishing, textile and tourist in- 
dustries. More recently, its minis- 
ter of finance, Mr. Mohammad 
Barrada, has showed real courage 
in confronting vested interests 
and trying to implement bold 
economic reform. This policy en- 
joys the support of the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, both of which 
have lent considerable amounts 
of money to the kingdom. The 
United States has long looked on 
King Hassan as its paramount 
friend in North West Africa. The 
monarch has kept a line open to 
Israeli leaders — indeed he re- 
ceived Shimon Peres, then the 
Israeli prime minister, in Ifrane 
two years ago. He sent troops to 
Zaire to help President Mobutu 
ten years ago. He has provided 
help for Jonas Savimbi, the lead- 
er of Unita. 

Such policies have long been 
anathema to Algeria's foreign 
policy establishment. Algerian 
leaders, especially throughout the 
Ben Bella and Boumedierme 
years — the country's first two 
presidents up to 1979 — wanted 
to fight injustice wherever they 
could in the world. Hence they 
gave enthusiastic support to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, the African National Con- 
gress and many other liberation 
movements. They allowed the 
USSR to refuel their Antonov 
transport planes when airlifting 
arms and munitions into Luanda 
ten years ago. Algeria espoused 
the more radical OPEC policies 
and waged a bitter fight with 


French companies to recover its 
oil and as gas assets. No libera- 
tion movement worth its salt 
would have missed having offices 
in Algiers in the 1970s. 

Algeria’s foreign policy is less 
stridently expressed these days, a 
change which reflects both the 
manner of the man who has held 
the reins since 1979, Chadli Ben- 
jedid, and a maturing process 
which has turned the go-getting 
revolutionaries of yesteryear into 
people more aware of how diffi- 
cult it is to change things, be it at 
borne or abroad. The high quality 
of many of its diplomats and the 
serious and steady manner in 
which it conducts its foreign poli- 
cy continue to earn Algeria an 
influence in African and Middle 
East affairs and beyond, far in 
excess of the country's economic 
resources. Its success in securing 
the release oi the U.S. diplomats 
held hostage in Tehran seven 
years ago ranks among the clas- 
sics of international diplomacy. 

Two sets of factors are conspir- 
ing to bring not just Algeria and 
Morocco but Libya, Mauritania 
and Tunisia doser together. The 
challenges of a fast rising popula- 
tion; even in Tunisia, where long- 
standing efforts to promote fami- 
ly planning and women’s rights 
have produced encouraging re- 
sults, and the need to create more 
jobs than at present are pressing. 
The weight of foreign debt, which 
predudes Morocco and Maurita- 
nia from raising fresh private 
funds and severely hampers the 
abilities of both Algeria and 
Tunisia to do so weighs heavily 
on economic development. The 
need, in all five countries, to 
reform the bloated parastatal 
companies and give greater free- 
dom of action to the private 
sector requires the full attention 


“Libya’s maverick lead- 
er, Colonel Qadhaff, is 
rediscovering the virtues 
of private retailing” 


of the rulers. 

As Libya's maverick leader, 
Colonel Qadhafi, rediscovers the 
virtues of private retailing after 
years of an economic policy 
which has left the shops in this oil 
rich country with nothing to sell- 
except basic foodstuffs, Algeria is 
implementing a bold policy of 
selling off state land to private 
farmers and slowly freeing its 
export policies. At the same time, 
Tunisia is pushing though a pack- 
age of reforms agreed with the 
IMF faster than any of its 
Maghreb peers: and Morocco is 
facing up to the simple truth that 
as long as its entrepreneurs pay 
neither personal nor company 
tax, the state will be in no posi- 
tion to raise the pool level of 
education, let alone bring that 
third of the country below the 
poverty line into the monetary 
economy. In all five countries the 
state holds so much power that it 
is no exaggeration to say that it is 
often crippled by its constituent 
parts. With Europe moving to- 
wards a unified market by 1992 — 
and all five North African coun- 
tries conduct more than three 
quarters of their trade with the 
European Community — the 
alarm bells are ringing loud, at 
least in Algiers, Rabat and Tunis. 

Political factors are also at 
play. The threat of Muslim fun- 
damentalism may appear less se- 
rious in North Africa than in the 
Middle East. Yet it was the agita- 
tion led by such groups, and the 
threat of rebellion among ele- 
ments of the National Guard, 
which finally convinced the pre- 
sent Tunisian farad of state, Zein 
aJ-Abidin Ben Ali, that the 
ageing and sick Habib Bour- 
guiba. had to be removed, last 
year. The new head of state 
probably played a more influen- 
tial role than many observers 
believe in bringing about a thaw 
in relations between Morocco 
and Algeria. His very presence 
meant that Tunisia was no longer 


the sick man of the Maghreb, a 
country Colonel Qadhafi was 
able to play with as he in turn 
courted the Algerian or Moroc- 
can leadership. If the improve- 
ment in relations between Alger- 
ia and Morocco is to be consoli- 
dated, a solution will have to be 
found to the Western Saharan 
conflict which will, of necessity, 
involve a Moroccan compromise. 

Relations between Tunisia and 
its eastern neighbour have im- 
proved considerably of late but 
the fact that Major Abd al-Salam 
Jail iid. the Libyan number two, 
does not share his leader’s enthu- 
siasm for the new Tunisian presi- 
dent spells caution. President 
Ben Ali’s previous job of running 
Tunisia’s internal security does 
however suggest he knows well 
how difficult it will be to keep 
relations with Colonel Qadhafi 
on an even keel. As it is, Tunisia 
has earned SlOOm from Libyan 
visitors so far in 1968, which is 
most welcome in a year of 
drought and locusts. 

Wider political considerations 
are also at play, not least 
Gobachev's apparent desire to 


The Algerian leadership 
has long since abandoned 
any desire to unseat King 
Hassan 


improve relations with Israel and 
the uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. Such factors weigh heady 
in Algiers, where foreign policy 
considerations are more “global” 
than elsewhere in North Africa. 
Algeria is also keen to play a role 
in mending bridges between Iran 
and Iraq. The outcome of the 
U.S. election, on the other hand, 
would appear to have little bear- 
ing on current events in the re- 
gion. 

Fewer tensions in the Maghreb 
can only help Chadli Benjedid, who 
is expected to seek a third term 
as president next January. ' He 
knows that the move to reestab- 
lish diplomatic relations with 
Morocco before any visible prog- 
ress is made on the Western 
Saharan issue may appear as di- 
plomatic concession. But such a 
move can only make him more 


popular at home, as does his 
policy of selling off state land and 
trying to unshackle the economy. 

It is less than 30 years since the 
Algerian fight for independence 
spilled over into Morocco and 
even more into Tunisia. Both 
countries lent considerable sup- 
port to the Front de Liberation 
National (FLN) which still holds 
power in Algeria today. Unlike 
his predecessor, Benjedid fully 
•acknowledges such help. History 
has woven many threads between 
the Maghreb states. They have 
names, trade, family ties, politic- 
al disputes and alliances, music, 
food and architecture in com- 
mon. They also shared, for many 
years, the same colonising power 
— France. But, whereas Alger- 
ia’s identity came close to being 
destroyed, Morocco and Tunisia 
managed to hang on to theirs, not 
least because the local rulers, bey 
in Tunis, sultan in Rabat, whilst 
deprived of real power, were not 
removed and killed. Thirty years 
of independence have allowed 
each country to build a new 
society. 

The Algerian leadership has 


“Libya’s maverick lead- 
er, Colonel Qadhafi, is 
rediscovering the virtues 
of private retailing” 


long since abandoned any desire 
to unseat the king while some '., 
members of the Moroccan estab- - ■ 
lishment are beginning to 
accept that the “upstarts” next V] . 
door are not simply a bunch of 
hooligans. As for Tunisia, the 
smooth transfer of power last ~ 
autumn, followed by bold moves 
to allow greater freedom of ex- 
pression and reform the eco-J_ 
nomy, suggest that North Africa’s 


smallest state can command inflo- 30 
, It is 


ence by the example it sets, 
too early to say whether the 
hopes aroused last spring will 
bear lasting fruit. If the five lead- 
ers listen to their people, there is 
only one road they can travel 
down, and it is one also dictated 
by economic necessity and a 
deeply shared sense of history — 
Middle East International, 
London. 


Sandinistas hope a Dukakis win 
will ease contra pressure 


By Matthew Campbell 

Reuter 


MANAGUA — Beset by grave 
economic and political problems, 
Nicaragua's ruling Sandinistas are 
nevertheless finding cause for 
cheer in the U.S. presidential 
campaign. 

They are voicing satisfaction on 
two counts — that the Reagan era 
is coming to an end and that a 
Democrat might win control of 
the White House in the Novem- 
ber polls. 

President Reagan has made 
support for contra rebels a cor- 
nerstone of his foreign policy. 
The rebels have been fighting to 
topple the leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment since 1981. with U.S. 
military aid. 

In the Sandinistas' eyes, a vic- 
tory by Democrat Michael Duka- 
kis, an outspoken critic of the 
contras, would be a boon. 

“He knows our Latin Amer- 
ican reality. He speaks Spanish 
and he bas lived in Latin Amer- 
ica,” Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega said of Dukakis in 
a recent speech. 

Despite the backing from 


Washington, the contras have 
achieved few battlefield succes- 
ses, and the Sandinistas now 
seem to be relishing their own 
survival as Reagan prepares to 
leave office. 

“Reagan is going, but the San- 
dinista revolution will remain,” 
Ortega said in a July speech 
commemorating the revolution's 
ninth anniversary, suggesting the 
U.S. election would be a water- 
shed in Nicaraguan affairs. 

Over the past few years, 
Nicaraguan leaders frequently 
warned that Reagan might inter- 
vene military to remove the San- 
dinistas from power, as the con- 
tras had failed to oust them. 


Central American policy 
although it is not clear how much 
of a priority Nicaragua would be 
in a Bush administration. 


‘Final straight’ 


Now, official media routinely 
describe the last few months of 
the Reagan presidency as the 
“final straight” for Nicaragua, 
reflecting a government percep- 
tion that the worst of the storm 
will be over once Reagan leaves 
the White House next January. 

Vice President George Bush, 
the certain Republican nominee, 
has generally supported Reagan’s 


Chief foreign ministry spokes- 
man Alejandro Bendana said of 
Reagan’s support for the contras: 
“No new administration would be 
able to continue a policy that has 
failed so totally.” 

Another government official, 
former Nicaraguan envoy to 
Washington Carlos Tunnermann, 
described Reagan’s policy as the 
result of an “abnormal obses- 
sion” unlikely to be matched by 
any other president. 

But just in case, the Sandinistas 
are pinning their hopes on Duka- 
kis who, Ortega said, offered 
“encouragement to the countries 
of Latin America who are deman- 
ding a new type of relations with 
the United States.” 

Official media are covering the 
campaign with gusto, giving the 
Massachussetts governor promin- 
ent coverage. 

Sandinista television recently 
showed a clip from a U.S. Hispa- 
nic news programme in which 
Dukakis described the contras as 


a “disaster” and called the policy 
of supporting them illegal. 

“The Reagan era is over,” ran 
a headline in the official Barrica- - 
da newspaper, quoting Dukakis - 
as saying that drugs were the real 
problem in Latin America, not 
the ruling Sandinistas. 


Le Prensa fights back 


While this may be music to die 
ears of Nicaragua's revolutionaiy 
leaders, the conservative opposi- 
tion is sounding a note of alarm. 


Some right-wing foes of the 
Sandinistas accuse the last Demo- f fiXl 
cratic President Emmy Carter of . 1 

betraying Nicaragua by cutting fr - 
off support to the late dictator 
Anastasio Somoza, hastening his 
downfall in the Sandinista-led up- 
rising in 1979. - 


“It was Mr. Carter who left the 
government in the hands of the : - . 
Sandinistas, abandoning the . 
democratic opposition,” said an 
article in the opposition La Pie- r- 
nsa newspaper, warning Dukakis 
might also be duped by what the . 
writer called the “Marnst-Lenm- ' 
ist regime.” 


Midway through Soviet pullout, 
Afghan rebels less confident 


By 


Malcolm Davidson 

Reuter 


QUETTA, Pakistan — When the 
Soviet Union declared it was 
withdrawing its troops from 
Afghanistan, Mujahideen guerril- 
las confidently predicted a swift 
victory over the Kabul govern- 
ment. 

Today, that euphoria is gone.' 
Three months after Soviet sol- 
diers started leaving, most guer- 
rilla fighters readily agree many- 
wili die before the war is won. 

According to the analysis the 
guerrillas who lack an effective 
command structure must fight a 
more conventional war even 
though this will expose them to 
Afghan and Soviet air attacks. 

“If they stand and fight they 
are going to get their butts kick- 
ed,” said a military analyst in 
Islamabad who asked not to be 
identified. 

With half the Soviet Union’s, 
more than 100,000-strong force 
due to be out by Monday, the 
political and military situation is 
changing, say rebel leaders and 
Western analysts. 


Without Soviet military sup- 
port, Afghan government forces 
may provide much weaker 
opposition and retreat into their 
strongest garrisons, leaving the 
guerrillas the run of the country- 
side, rebel leaders say. 

But Moscow has affirmed it 
intends to fulfill its pledge under 
the Geneva accords to withdraw 
by Feb. 15 next year the troops 
which first entered Afghan in 
1979. 

The guerrillas’ most conspi- 
cious failure is that all the major 
Afghan cities remain in govern- 
ment hands. 

Guerrilla commanders in the 
Pakistan city of Quetta say the 
Soviet withdrawal from Kanda- 
har, Afghanistan’s big southern 
dry reinforced recently by Kabul, 
is a breakthrough. 

Its fall would be a tremendous 
boost to Mujahideen prestige and. 
could give the political leadership 
a chance to move from Peshawar, 
in northwest Pakistan, to Afgha- 
nistan. 

Guerrilla leaders met two 
weeks ago to plan a major assault 
on Kandahar and to coordinate 


their strategy. 'Maulvi Abdul 
Wans, head of the fundamental- 
ist Hezb-I-Islami, said at least 
6,000 guerrillas were poised for 
the attack. 

Any large concentration, of 
Mujahideen exposes them to the 
danger of air attack as Hamed 
Gailani, bead of tbe National 
Islamic Front in Quetta, acknow- 
ledged. 

“Our primary difficulty in the 
war has been and always will be 
the air raids,” he said. “As long 
as the Soviet air force can operate 
it will be difficult.” 

Hamed Gailani’s father, Syed 
Ahmad Gailani, is current chair- 
man of the Peshawar-based 
alliance of seven guerrilla groups 
which regard themselves as the 
rightful inheritors of power in 
Afghanistan. 

The alliance is officially known 
as the Islamic Unity of Afghan 
Mujahideen but the title doaks 
deep divisions. 

These were exposed last month 
when United Nations mediator 
Diego Cordovez urged both sides 
in foe conflict to step aside in 
favour of a neutral government of 


impartial Afghans. ~: T 

His plan induded a ceasefire 
and cooling-off period durilffe \ . 
which the neutral govenune&t 
would convene an assembly pi - . 
prominent Afghans to develop an “ 
administration acceptable to all : . ‘ 
sides. * ■ 


The plan was officially cowte- . : . 
owed by the alliance, which re* ' 
fused to see Cordovez, but sever- 
al moderatre leaders, including f ltl 
Gailani, have accepted parts erf 
the plan. .* •? . 

The minimum demand of tip ’• 
guerrillas is the toppling of Presi- vj- 
dent Najibullah from power 
Kabul. :•* 


There are few indications that 
he is currently under serious 
threat but Soviet Foreign Mim* 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze made* 
point during his visit to Kabuiftff 
weekend to get a wide sampling 
of Afghan opinion. •' 

In an interview with the officii 
Bakhtar news agency in Kabuli 
he stressed the need for putting 
“tbe cause of the country's salva- 
tion above dogmatically inter- 
preted class interests.” 
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Iran rebels free 
1,300 prisoners 


By a Jordan Times Staff writer 
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AMMAN — The Iranian dissi- 
dent movement, Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, has announced the release 
of 1,300 Iranians taken prisoner 
its offensives in the last 
) • ,an bant % ' . two months against Iranian bor- 
| !:o p- Th u , la !v. < * er towns. 

'Y u:d add A statement telexed to the 
• widfc^^t 1 J° T d an Times Friday said the 
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general command of the Mujahe- 
deen’s National Liberation Army 
(NLA) the prisoners were re- 
leased Thursday under the orders 
of Mujahedeen leader Massoud 
Rajavi, president of the National 
Council of Resistance and cora- 
mander-in-chief of the NLA. 

The statement said the released 
Ira ni an s had been taken prisoner 
in operations conducted by the 
NLA. 

The NLA general command 
also reported that 850 of the 
released prisoners requested to 
join the NLA. 

This was the third group of 
prisoners released in the past nine 
• months. About 370 were relea se d 
by the NLA in November 1987 
and March 1988. 

The NLA also denied Saturday 
that the commanders of 15 of its 
_ divisions and brigades were killed 
in fighting inside Iran last month. 
Monel Qjjl:- Another statement telexed to 
iverinp Mie Jordan Times late Friday said 
* Uk f . that only three brigade comma n- 
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Vassiliou sees beginning 
of end to Cyprus conflict 


~ ders were killed and no division 
commanders. 

- The statement said Iranian Re- 
volutionary Guards corps co oi- 
lman der Mohsen Rezaei Friday 
.“attempted a false show of 
: strength by claiming that the 
„ . -. f commanders of 15 NLA divisions 

' £«.•' ;and brigades were among those 
; ** w» V. killed. 

•tcruicr 0 ! ( v ■ ' “This is a totally false claim: 
‘^■•'.'wed tn -.. /The commander of no NLA divi- 
r ’ :; ' ?cr ‘Test" sion was killed in the operation, 

_ which took them 150 kilometres 
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•J ■' NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus Presi- 

r.:uac . dent George Vassiliou said Satur- 
. t : rz. day he saw forthcoming talks with 

Ir.-.tr.-, Turkish Cypriots as the beginning 
of the end of the 14-year-division 

_of the island. 

“I look at the negotiations as 
the beginning of the end... other- 
wise there would have been no 
point in entering negotiations." 
Vassiliou told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

Vassiliou will meet Turkish - 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash in 
' • Geneva Aug. 24 for landmark 

-t talks brokered by U.N. Secretary 
‘ General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
•'di.: The talks aim to set a date and 

framework to resume negotia- 
--i. '--- ‘dons on reunifying Cyprus, split 
r. ‘ since 1974 when Turkey seized 

the northern third of the island 
after a short-lived coup en- 
fjdjiuti gin ee red by the military junta in 
Athens. 

\ y Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
, ;ri- leaders have not met since 19S5 
'when talks in New York between 


inside Iran. These commanders 
are all present in their command 
posts.” 

ft said the NLA had announced the 
names of the three dead comman- 
ders over the Mujahedeen’s radio 
during the operation. 

The NLA said July 29 its forces 
had withdrawn -after occupying 
towns deep inside Iran for three 
days. Iran said it had lured the 
rebels in, trapped them and killed 
more than 4,S00 in 48 hours of 
fighting. 

Iran's acceptance of a ceasefire 
in its war with Iraq has cast 
doubts on continued Iraqi sup- 
port for the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, who seek to topple the 
regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in Tehran. But the 
Mujahedeen have vowed that 
they would continue their anti- 
Khomeini struggle regardless of 
the course of the Iran -Iraq war. 

In a statement telexed to the 
Jordan Times Thursday, Rajavi 
described Iran's acceptance of the 
ceasefire as a sign of “the failure 
of all (of) Khomeini's war- 
mongering policies and the des- 
truction of a major portion of his 
apparatus of war and repres- 
sion.” Rajavi congratulated the 
people of Iran “and ail opponents 
of Khomeini's belligerence.” 

“According to repeated asser- 
tions of Khomeini himself, peace 
marks the beginning of the inevit- 
able burial of the Khomeini reg- 
ime.” the statement said. “The 
National Council of Resistance 
and the National Liberation 
Army of Iran have been the most 
important elements of struggle 
against the Khomeini regime's 
warlike policies in Iran and 
abroad and the most effective 
factor destroying Khomeini's 
apparatus of war and repression 
in the past seven years, forcing 
him to submit to ceasefire and 
peace.” 



National Liberation Amy (NLA) fighters in the Iranian town of 
Mehran daring an NLA offensive in June. The NLA evacuated the 
town a few days later. 


“The religious dictatorship rul- 
ing Iran has no tolerance for 
peace, stability, tranquility, and 
economic and social progress. 
Lasting peace can only be real- 
ised by the overthrow of this 
regime and the establishment of 
freedom and national sovereign- 
ty. (The Mujahedeen) will con- 
tinue their resistance and libera- 


tion struggle under any circumst- 
ances to overthrow Khomeini and 
bring about the great day of 
freedom for the people of Iran. 
The trend of developments in the 
past seven years especially has 
well proven the validity of the 
viewpoints of the Iranian people's 
just resistance for peace and 
freedom.” 


Denktash and Vassiliou's prede- 
cessor Spyros Kyprianou col- 
lapsed. 

Vassiliou, a self-made mil- 
lionaire and political novice 
elected six .months ago in a 

undswell for change =on the' - -than the 


He cited as a positive element 
the recent efforts of Greece and 
Turkey to improve relations. 

Vassiliou said it was significant 
that the negotiating process itself 
would take place in Cyprus rather.. 
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ireek-Cypriot side, will meet 
Denktash for the first time. 

“I am interested to see what 
kind of climate will be created,” 
he said. “It is obvious that it is 
always very important to estab- 
lish a working relationship and a 
personal relationship.” 
Professing cautious optimism 
over the talks, Vassiliou said: 
“I’m expecting these will be diffi- 
cult, cumbersome sometimes, 
and arduous negotiations, but I’m 
going there with the conviction 
and the determination to make 
everything possible for the nego- 
tiations to succeed.'’ 

Vassiliou said a new world cli- 
mate was conducive to negotia- 
tions and the solution of regional 
conflicts. 


eneva meeting. 


During past negotiations, he 
said, discussions centred on de- 
tails. But the approach by Perez 
de Cuellar in the Geneva meeting 
was to establish an overview of a 
solution first. 

“We will try to arrive at a 
common understanding of an 
overall solution... and only then 
will we go into further details,” 
Vassiliou added. 

Vassiliou said the obvious de- 
sire by Turkish Cypriots for prog- 
ress was matched by a similar 
desire by Greek Cypriots. 

Turkish Cypriots have been 
conducting a campaign in north 
Cyprus to collect signatures in 
favour of a federal solution. 

“This campaign is only one 
expression of the ardent desire of 
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King explains W. Bank decision to PLO team 

(Continued from page 1) 


lit 


---i :.the stable position of this country 
\r. .towards the Palestinian issue." 

- It said the delegation “express- 
LiiS 1 ed the PLO’s appreciation for the 
King's considerations and his in- 
. terest in supporting the PaJesti- 
-man issue and the rights of its 
r ;' people.” 

“ The meeting was attended by 
> ; Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal 

• ' ' Court Chief Marwau AI Qasem 
• and Court Minister Adrian Abu 

Odeh. 

Commenting on Jordan’s deci- 
sion to sever formal ties with the 
West Bank, AJ Siyassa newspap- 
er of Kuwait said Saturday that 
the measures, as the King said, 
affect the occupied Palestinian 
land and not the Palestinians liv- 
ing in Jordan and were designed 
to give the PLO the full responsi- 
bility in the endeavours to regain 
the usurped lands. 

, Al Jumhurieh newspaper of 
■ ; ,'tairo paid tribute to the King for 

Hiis endeavours to rally the Arabs 

• >' ■;%-!$nd strengthen their solidarity. It 
Idescribed the King’s decision as 

'^Tconrageous since he gave the 
PLO leadership the whole re- 
sponsibility for the Palestinians 
and their future. 

Khalaf welcomes move 

- v ’,r. \" r Salah Khalaf, a senior member 

1 ■r.’? of Fateh, the biggest PLO fac- 

- ' non, has praised the Jordanian 
" , "move. Al Bayan daily of the 
^-•'•United Arab Emirates quoted 

v.- ’ "Khalaf as welcoming the Jonda- 
:h- ■•.V* ?" man step as a “courageous ded- 
sioa (that) enables the Palestine 
. / liberation Organisation to shoul- 
r _* • der its responsibility and take 

, '/'V-over new political rights.” 

Khalaf said the Arab World 
C.vV^v'flnBt back any plans by the PLO 
■f’ vy'^. fo form a govemment-in-exUe or 
j the idea would be scrapped. The 
/’v:- proposal is expected to be discus- 
; at a meeting of the Palestine 
•■.National Council (PNC) which 
-■^ -‘ Algeria has agreed to host. 

“If we find Arab states oppose 




a Palestinian government then we 
will bravely tell our people it is 
not possible for the time being,” 
Khalaf said. 

In a separate interview with the 
weekly Al Usbou Al Arabi, Kha- 
laf said: 

“Our people were against the 
Jericho conference (of 1950) and 
those who attended the confer- 
ence were not real or elected 
representatives of the Palestinian 
people because our people were 
recovering from their wounds.” 

“That created the conflict of 
the annexation which meant 
stripping the Palestinian people 
of their national identity," he 
said. “Under occupation a new 
generation was born that knows 
only that there was occupation 
and there was Palestine." 

“The generation of the Palesti- 
nian intifada has lived a Palesti- 
nian spirit under occupation and 
learnt not to leave its homeland 
and emulate the earlier genera- 
tions which took refuge and were 
turned destitute in Lebanon, 
Syria and Egypt.” 

‘Distinguished relationship’ 

“PNC meetings have always 
stressed the distinguished rela- 
tionship between the two people 
(Jordanians and Palestinians) and 
on the basis of this relationship 
we can establish a confederation 
between us. Previous efforts did 
not come to fruition and every- 
body thought that the PLO was 
finished. But the intifada broke 
out to reaffirm the Palestinian 
identity and there was proof that 
the intifada W3S related to the 
PLO and was not spontaneous 
and that the intifada’s aim is to 
reaffirm the right to self-deter- 
mination of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. It does not fight anybody but 

occupation.” 

Khalaf said that a new healthy 
relationship with Jordan would 
be in the interest of all Jordanians 
and Palestinians. “Anything to 
the contrary would be against the 
interests of both Jordan and 


Palestine," he said. “We, along 
with Jordan, the Arabs and the 
international community, bear 
the complete responsibility....” 

“The people in the West Bank 
and Gaza are united on one issue 
— self-determination and the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state," he said. “A- state would 
solve all the problems of the 
Palestinian people... If tile pass- 
port problem is solved then the 
problems of bridges, sales of 
West Bank and Gaza produce 
and students will remain to be 
solved. All these problems could 
be solved by the creation of a 
Palestinian state.” 

He said the Palestinians were 
always offered a “choice between 
two evils; what Israel calls the 
Jordanian option or autonomy in 
accordance with the Camp David 
accords. The intifada has surpas- 
sed both.” 

“For the first time we see a 
Jordanian recognition of the 
Palestinian identity on the highest 
level in Jordan, His Majesty the 
King. This will put the Israelis 
against the tough option of deal- 
ing with the PLO, dropping both 
the Jordanian option as advo- 
cated by the Israeli Labour Party 
and the Camp David option 
advocated by (Israeli Likud lead- 
er and Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Shamir. The (Jordanian) move is 
positive.” 

The mission of the PLO team 
in Amman, according to Khalaf, 
is to “discuss the future and 
questions on how to move to- 
wards an international confer- 
ence in which Jordan, Syria and 
the PLO participate on equal 
footing, either in separate delega- 
tions or in a joint Arab delega- 
tion.” 

“They will also discuss the rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
PLO at this stage and in the next 
stage, after the establishment of a 
Palestinian state by which a well- 
researched unity between the two 
identities will also be estab- 
lished,” he said. 


George Vassiliou 

Turkish Cypriots to see progress 
made on the Cyprus issue and 
Cyprus reunited again,” be said. 

Turkish Cypriots, backed by an 
estimated 29,000 Turkish troops 
declared independence in 1983. 
But only Ankara has recognised 
the breakaway republic. 

Conceding the difficulties 
ahead, Vassiliou said of the 
talks: “I should have said I was 
very cautious, or extremely cau- 
tious, if one rakes into account 
the history of the negotiations 
until now and the fact that there 
are no indications of a change in 
attitudes on the other side...” 

He said impetus would be cru- 
cial from other countries which 
bad a special relationship with 
Turkey, Greece and Cyprus and 
were interested in a solution. 

Vassiliou also hoped fora more 
positive U.S. attitude, which he 
said up to now had been characte- 
rised by inactivity. 


Lebanese presidential 
elections set for Aug. 



BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon’s Parliament 
Speaker Hussein Hnsseini announced Saturday that 
the house would meet Aug. 18 to elect a new 
president for a six-year term. 


"According to the Lebanese 
constitution... the parliament 
calls for electing a new president 
and will meet at 1 1 in the morning 
on Thursday, Aug. 18 for this 
purpose,” said the statement read 
by Husseini to journalists at the 
parliament house. 

Husseini made his announce- 
ment in a statement issued after 
an emergency meeting with par- 
liament members, wbo according 
to Lebanon’s 1943 constitution 
should meet before Sept. 23 to 
elect a successor to President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Husseini said the election ses- 
sion would be held at the parlia- 
ment house located at the 
museum crossing along the green 
line battlefront dividing Beirut. 

The constitution does not spe- 
cify a date for the election of a 
president, who is chosen by the 
one-chamber house during a two- 
month period beginning July 23 
every six years. 

The 99-seat parliament was 
elected for a four-year term in 
1972. The civil war, which broke 
out in 1975, has prevented par- 
liamentary elections and the 
house has been extending its own 
term. 

Twenty-two deputies have died 
since 1972. Ge may el's seat be- 
came vacant in 1985 when he was 
elected president. That left par- 
liament with only 76 members. 

Both Syria and the United 


States have made efforts in the 
past few months to ensure orderly 
presidential elections. 

Three Maronite Christians are 
official candidates among scores 
of politicians, businessmen and 
lawyers running for the office. 

The presidency is reserved for 
a Maronite under Lebanon's con- 
stitution allocating top govern- 
ment posts to the various reli- 
gious groups. 

The deputies vote in a secret 
ballot for anyone, whether or not 
a declared candidate. 

The successful candidate needs 
two thirds of the votes in the first 
ballot and an absolute majority in 
the second. 

Although the new president 
will be elected next Thursday he 
will only take up his post Sept. 23 
when Gemayel ends his term. 

The same parliament, elected 
by the people in 1972, has voted 
for three presidents since the civil 
war broke out in 1975. 

Many Lebanese hope the new 
president will help end the 13 
years of civil strife that has killed 
thousands of people and caused 
material damage estimated at bil- 
lions of dollars. 

Weeks before the polls, the 
country’s politicians and potential 
candidates flocked to Damascus. 

The hardline rightist Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia said Thursday 
it had mobilised its security and 


political apparatus to face a possi- 
ble nomination of Syrian-backed 
former President Suleiman Fran- 
jieh for the presidency. 

The militia strongly opposes 
Syria’s military presence in 
Lebanon. 

But despite the announcement 
there was no evidence of a state 
of alert or details of what the 
militia intends to do if Franjieh, a 
long-time ally of Syria, decides to 
run for election. 

Franjieh has not officially 
announced whether he Mil stand 
but LF officials say he has told 


Damascus he will and has re- 
ceived Syria's blessing. 

The presidential election 
Thursday will be the eighth since 
Lebanon's independence from 
French rule in 1943. and the 14th 
since the state of Lebanon was. 
first created during the French 
mandate m 1926. 

On Aug. 23, 1982, the current 
president's younger brother. 
Bashir Gemayel. 'was elected 
president. He was assassinated in 
a bomb explosion Sept. 14. nine 
days before he was due to assume 
office. 


Police, extremists 
clash in Cairo; 19 hurt 


CAIRO (AP) — Nineteen people 
were wounded in a clash between 
stone-throwing Muslim extrem- 
ists and security forces using tear- 
gas and sticks in a Cairo suburb, 3 
senior police official said 
Saturday. 

The official, who demanded 
anonymity under operating rules, 
said more than 120 extremists 
also used chains and flaming ob- 
jects in fighting police- forces. 
More than 70 extremists were 
arrested, he added. 

One police pickup truck was 
set ablaze, he said. 

The official said the clash 
occurred Friday night outside a 
mosque in the northeastern Cairo 
suburb of A’in Shams. 

He said that a police force, 
acting on a tip, had gone to the 
Adam mosque and was waiting 
outside to detain a number of 
extremist suspects who were 
meeting inside after evening 
prayers. 

“The clash began after police- 
men moved to make arrests as the 
extremists were leaving the mos- 
que," the official said. 

The police action apparently 
was part of a nationwide security 
operation that began after three 
Muslim fundamentalists serving 
life terms in the 1981 assassina- 
tion of President Anwar Sadat 
escaped from a maximum-secur- 
ity prison in a southern Cairo 
suburb July 17. Two of them have 
died in shootouts with police 
since, and the third was arrested. 

In the fighting outside the mos- 
que, which lasted less than half an 
hour, the extremists burled 
stones and flaming objects and 
used chains against police who 


attacked with tear gas and sticks, 
the police official said. 

Three policemen were wound- 
ed, one seriously, and 16 civilians 
suffered “medium or minor in- 
juries,” he said. Some were taken 
to hospital but he did not say how 
many. 

The Middle East News Agency 
said the extremists belonged to 
the underground fundamentalist 
organisation Jihad, a local group 
which has no connection with 
Lebanon’s Islamic Jihad. 

The agency said drat the ex- 
tremists were planning “provoca- 
tions and acts of violence.” in- 
cluding incitement of Muslim- 
Christian strife and distribution 
of anti-government leaflets. 

It said the extremists initially 
barricaded themselves inside the 
mosque and some climbed a wall 
surrounding it and hurled stones 
and “flaming projectiles” at 
police forces outside. 

After leaving the mosque, 
some extremists burned tyres on 
the streets. 

Egypt’s Jihad was blamed by 
the government for Sadat’s 
slaying at a military parade Oct. 
6, 1981, and a subsequent two- 
day uprising in the southern city 
of Assiut in which more than 80 
people, mostiy policemen, were 
killed. The uprising, officials then 
said, was to have been a prelude 
to overthrowing the government. 

In the Sadat assassination and 
coup attempt nials, five people 
were sentenced to death and ex- 
ecuted — three by firing squad 
and two by hanging — and more 
than 120 were given prison terms 
up to life. Under Egyptian law, a 
life term is 25 years. 


Witness in RJ hijack 
case detained in U.S. 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — A Mid- 
dle Eastern man has been jailed 
as a possible witness in the case of 
the 1985 hijacking of a Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) airliner, following 
U.S. concerns he may not testify 
fearing for his family's safety in 
Beirut, authorities say. 

Mouin Abdul Ajom, whose age 
and nationality were not re- 
leased, was arrested in California 
Thursday. He appeared before a 
U.S. judge who agreed to let 
authorities take him across the 
country to Washington, accord- 
ing to court recordsln California. 

Jessica McGuire, an assistant 
U.S. public defender who repre- 
sented Ajam in California, said 
an arrest warrant for Ajam re- 
ported that the U.S. Justice De- 
partment was concerned he might 
not cooperate in the prosecution 
of hijacking suspect Fawaz 
Younis. 

Younis. a former member of 
Lebanon’s Shi’ite Amal militia, is 
awaiting trial in Washington on 
hijacking charges. 

Ajam is “extremely con- 
cerned” that if he cooperates with 
the prosecutors in the case, his 
family in Beirut will be killed in 
retaliation by groups sympathetic 
to Younis, McGuire said. 

“He has every reason to fear 
retaliation against his family in 
Beirut.” she said. Ajam com- 
plained th3t the U.S. government 
was “not taking enough precau- 
tions regarding his family." she 
said 

McGuire declined to give more 
information about her client, cit- 
ing his concerns for the safety of 
his family. 

Ajam is one of several Middle 
Easterners who prosecutors have 
said could give evidence against 
Younis. 


Prosecutors disclosed in court 
last month that two airline crew 
members are in protective cus- 
tody after agreeing to come to the 
U.S. and resrify against Younis. 

U.S. prosecutors also reported- 
ly have filed a motion to compel 
Ajam to give a sworn deposition 
about rhe case, according to 
sources who demanded anony- 
mity. 

Justice Department spokesman 
John Russel] declined to com- 
ment. 

Younis was arrested last 
September after he was lured 
aboard a yacht in the Mediterra- 
nean. He is charged with leading 
the June 11. 1985. hijacking of a 
Royal Jordanian airliner in 
Beirut. 

Federal prosecutors have juris- 
diction to prosecutive the case 
because the plane was carrying 
several Americans. No date has 
been set for Younis’ trial in U.S. 
district court here. 

The trial is being delayed while 
prosecutors appeal a U.S. judge’s 
ruling that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) illegally 
obtained statements from Younis 
during a four-day interrogation 
following his arrest at sea. 

The judge ruled the admissions 
could not be used as evidence 
against Younis because the de- 
fendant did not understand his 
constitutional protection against 
self-incrimination. 

The Royal Jordanian airliner 
was hijacked by four armed men 
and forced to iiy to several loca- 
tions in the Mediterranean. 

Following its return to Beirut 
the next day, the jetliner was 
blown up after 74 passengers and 
crew members were taken off the 
aircraft. 


HizbollaH assails 
U.N. over Higgins 


BEIRLJT (AP) — An official of 
the> Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
(Party of God) Saturday attacked 
the U.N. Security Council for 
demanding the release of kidnap- 
ped U.S. marine Lieutenant-Col- 
onel William Higgins. 

“We denounce and condemn 
the U.N. Security Council which 
accepted to allow such an agent 
(Higgins) to confront our peo- 
ple,” said Abbas Mousawi, a 
ranking Hizbollah official. 

“The arrest (of Higgins) was in 
defence of our nation's honour, 
dignity and existence," Mousawi 
added in an interview with the 
weekly AJ Nahar Arab and Inter- 
national Magazine. 

The Security Council July 29 


unanimously condemned politi- 
cally motivated kidnappings in 
the Middle East and appealed for 
the immediate release of Higgins, 
who headed a 76-member U.N. 
observer group in South 
Lebanon. 

Higgins. 43. was abducted near 
the souihern port city of Tvre 
Feb. 17. 

Higgins' pro-Iranian kidnap- 
pers, the Underground Organisa- 
tion of the Oppressed on "Earth, 
said April 21 he would be put on 
trial on charges of spying for the 
United Slates. 

The United States and the Un- 
ited Nations have denied the 
spying charge. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle. J 3 bai Amman, near 
AhiivySh Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open driily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

n:3i*-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open dailv 1 2 : 110 - 13-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURiSMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Tak»-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

ICflMMAAT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 

7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 



For an your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shine isaui 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tej. 604676, 604696 


G 
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CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

r Agents ill over tn« v/o'tt 

Tel: 664090-660852 

Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 9264 87 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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World faces higher food prices 


LONDON (R) — Traders forecast higher farm 
prices Friday after the United States said its worst 
drought iii 50 years would mean huge crop losses. 


The drought has tilted world 
cereal stocks from surplus to- 
wards scarcity. 

But after initial sharp rises in 
Europe and then 'in the big Chica- 
go market, futures prices for 
wheat, com (maize) and soy- 
beans shed some of the gains.- 

Higher prices might be good 
for farmers but would be a dismal 
outlook for debt-laden Third 
World buyers for whom less food 
may now be available as aid. 

“I wouldn't be surprised to see 
wheat prices at $200 a tonne by 
this time next year.” said one 
London-based trader. 

The price for high quality mill- 
ing wheat was around $100 a year 
ago. It is $140 now. 

'Traders said firm indications of 
how prices will move may emerge 
only when big buyers like the 
Soviet Union enter the markets 
having held off pending the latest 
crop forecast by the U.S. Agricul- 
ture Department. 

This was issued Thursday. 

It said the U:S. com /maize) 
harvest may drop 37 per cent this 
year. Wheat output would fall 13 
per cent and that of soybeans 
would be down 23 per cent to the 
lowest since 1976. 

The U.N. Food and Agricul- 
ture Organisation* (FAO) in 
Rome said earlier Thursday that 
the drought losses would bring 
world cereal stocks next year 
down to “the minimum level 
FAO considers necessary to safe- 
guard food security.’' 

Western Europe expects a 
bumper harvest this year but 
drought has also affected China 
and slightly reduced estimates of 
the Soviet crop. 

U.S. officials see a possibility 
that the Soviet Union and many 
Third World countries may have 
trouble buying food in 1989. 

The FAO says Third World 
importers may face difficulties in 
coming months because of poss- 
ibly higher prices and lower aid 
shipments. 

A Geneva-based trader said 
Friday: “If 1 wexe a potential 
buyer my personal feeling is I'd 
start booking now as prices may 
be even higher later/* 

Die market will closely watch 
the Soviet Union and China, the 
most unpredictable buyers, and 
to a lesser extent India. 

Just before release of the 
American crop figures, the Soviet 
Union bought soybean meal and 
com for feeding to livestock from 
Argentina and Brazil — presum- 
ably under Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s drive to put 


more meat on Soviet tables. 

But European traders said 
most buyers had waited for the 
U.S. figures before making their 
moves. 

Before the recent soymeal and 
corn purchases, Moscow had 
been a cautious player, booking 
one million tonnes of U.S. com in 

July by staying out of the wheat 
market. 

“They're shopping for quotes,” 
a Geneva-based trader said. 

Some European traders said 
grain prices may dip after an 
initial flush of buying but added 
that the key will be in a few 
weeks' time when major buyers 
are expected to make their deci- 
sions. 

Soyoil in Europe traded Friday 
six guilders ($2.83) higher at 126 
guilders ($60) per 100 kilogram- 
mes. Prices for soymeal for feed- 
ing to livestock rose £5 ($8.55) to 
£177 ($302.50) a tonne at the 
London opening call. 

EC hopes to cash in 
on drought in U.S. 

Europe's farmers, harvesting a 
bumper grain crop, hope to cash 
in on the North American 
drought to boost their share of a 
U.S. -dominated world cereal 
market. 

Traders and market analysts 
say handsome yields in Europe 
and the worst U.S. drought in 50 
years are a recipe for fiercer 
trans-Atlantic competition in the 
grain trade. 

“The European Community 
(EC) would like to use the North 
American drought to regain its 
traditional markets in the Third 
World which bad been lost to the 
Americans,” said an official at 
the French foreign trade ministry. 

France, biggest agricultural 
power in the 12-member EC, is 
angry at what it sees as penetra- 
tion of markets in North Africa 
and Latin America by the United 
States, the world's leading ex- 
porter. 

European traders agree the 
drought is a golden opportunity 
to cut back EC grain surpluses 
with exports to the Soviet Union 
and elsewhere. 

But officials at EC headquar- 
ters in Brussels have so far shown 
no sign they want to risk a new 
trans- Atlantic trade conflict. The 
United States and the Commun- 
ity narrowly averted one in 1986 
over U.S. maize sales to Spain. 

And analysts believe the EC 
will also want to avoid an aggres- 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Modern 3 bedrooms apartment, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, living 
room, dining room, storage space, wall closets, new wall to wall carpel 
and a telephone. The apartment also has separate heating system and 
separate water and electricity billing. It is located in Abdoun near Jordan 
Supermarket and overlooking Abdoun valley. The area is quiet. 

Call 604922 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
.FOR RENT 

With- or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private garden, 
private garage, with separate central heating, telephone, consists of 2 
bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining room. 2 bathrooms, 
glassed-in veranda, spacious, kitchen. 

Location: Western Shmeisani. west of the Prolessional Association 
Complex. Abdul Halim A I Nimer Street, near Bilal Mosque House No. 24. 

Tel. 664256 - 604822, from 9 a.m. - 12 noon and 4 p.iyi- - 6 p.m. 


FOR SALE 


VOLKSWAGEN, GOLF CONVERTIBLE GLI, 1.8 Ltr.. 112 
HP. MODEL 1985. grey metallic, many extras, 50,000 km, 
customs duty paid. 

Price: JD 5,900 

Phone: (05.00 p.m. - 09:00 p.m.) 810110 


NOTICE 

On the occasion of India's Independence Day a 

flag-hoisting ceremony will take place Monday, the 1 5th 
August, 1988 at 9.00 A.M. at the Embassy Residence 
(between 3rd and 4th Circles), Amman. This will be 
followed by a reception from 9.30 - 10.30 A.M. 

All Indian nationals are cordially invited to 
attend. 


sive export drive so as not to 
strain its budget with smuch big- 
ger handouts to fanners — it 
subsidises cereal exports — as 
well as to avoid arousing the 
wrath of the U.S. Congress. 

Also at stake is the current 
round of world trade negotiations 
in the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which 
are taking place against a back- 
ground of charges of unfair sub- 
sidies on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

Traders polled by Reuter cor- 
respondents therefore predict a 
rise in EC exports as a result of 
the U.S. drought but say farmers 
will not get a walkover. 

“The Americans are maintain- 
ing a very competitive edge, so 
the Community is still facing stiff 
competition," said Brian Gard- 
ner of Researchers Policy Analy- 
sis Brussels. 

'Traders in West Germany say 
world grain, demand is likely to 
remain stagnant or decline slight- 
ly, particularly as the Soviet Un- 
ion, the biggest importer, looks 
set, to bring in a good crop. 

The U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture predicts that EC wheat 
exports will rise this year to 29.7 
million tonnes from 27.68 mil- 
lion. Exports of coarse grains 
used mainly for animal feed will 
grow to 22.79 million tonnes from 
19.97 million. 

European traders calculate that 
the EC could capture IS per cent 
of the world grain market this 
year, up from around 14 per cent 
last year. 

Rising prices of U.S. maize and 
soybeans also give European far- 
mers a chance to regain the anim- 
al feed market, where cheaper 
American products have been 
squeezing out domestic grains. 

French analysts reckon that 
European fanners lost five mil- 
lion tonnes last year in the animal 
feed market to U.S. imports. But 
traders say they could regain up 
to half of that figure this year. 

The EC cereal harvest this year 
is expected to rise to 160.5 million 
tonnes, comfortably up from 
154.4 million last year, according 
to Coceral, the EC cereal traders* 
organisation. 

If this is correct, it will mean a 
three-per-cent price cut for EC 
farmers as it just tops a 160 
million tonne ceiling agreed in 
February as a trigger for subsidy 
reductions. 

But many analysts say member 
states may understate crop fi- 
gures to avoid price cuts. 

France is heading for a near- 
record wheat harvest of 29 mil- 
lion tonnes but this has been 
balanced by poor crop outlooks 


in Italy. 

GNP may fall 

In Washington, the U.S. 
drought will reduce American 
economic growth by 0.3 to 0.4 
percentage points during 1988. a 
report by the White House inter- 
agency drought task force said 
Friday. 

The estimates, however, do not 
represent an official revision in 
the White House projection of a 
3.0 per cent rise in the gross 
national product (GNP) from the 
fourth quarter 1987 to the fourth 
quarter 1988. 

On July 15, the task force 
estimated that the drought would 
reduce GNP growth by 0.2 per- 
centage points. Since then the 
drought has spread and estimates 
of crop losses have grown. 

“Despite recent rains, the 
drought of 1988 approaches the 
severity of the worst droughts on 
record,” the task force said. Ex- 
treme or severe drought condi- 
tions now afreet 43 per cent of the 
nation, compared with 62 per 
cent at the height of the 1934 
drought, 48 per cent in 1956, and 
46 per cent in 1936. 

“The severe drought does not 
substantially alter the prospects 
for the performance of the U.S. 
economy in 1988 and 1989.” the 
report said. “Nevertheless, tem- 
porary fluctuations in estimated 
real GNP growth may be experi- 
enced in the next few quarters 
because of the drought." 

The report increased its esti- 
mate of drought-induced fann- 
production losses to between Sll 
billion and SIS billion in real 
terms, based' on 1982 farm prices. 
The July 15 report estimated $5 
billion to $10 billion in losses. 

Thursday the U.S. Agriculture 
Department estimated that U.S. 
farmers would produce 31 per 
cent less grain this year in 1987. 

Actual farm income is expected 
to remain about the same in 1987, 
the report said, because farmers 
will sell inventory on hand, and 
crop prices are higher, the report 
said. 

The total value of farm exports 
also is expected to increase in 
both 1988 and 1989, due to the 
higher prices. 

“For other sectors of the eco- 
nomy, the full impacts of the 
drought are not yet known," the 
task force said. It continued to 
estimate damage from disrupted 
barge traffic at $1 billion. 

In addition, the task force re- 
tained its estimate that higher 
food prices caused by tbe drought 
would increase the inflation rate 
by 0.2 percentage points in 1988 
and 0.3 points iq 1989. 


France seeks to 
solve gas dispute 


PARIS (R) — France is hoping 
for a quick solution to a two-year- 
old dispute over gas imports with 
Algeria, which this year has 
signed more flexible contracts 
with new customers, French gas 
officials said Friday. 

A less rigid approach to gas' 
orders by Algeria could signal 
an end to the four-billion-franc 
($630 million) battle over sales to 
France, its oldest client, they 
said. 

“We note with interest Algeria 
has agreed flexible terms in re- 
cent agreements with Greece and 
Turkey,” a spokeswoman at 
state-owned gas concern Gaz De 
France told Reuters. 

This year, Algeria has signed 
major gas deals with Greece and 
Turkey. Industry sources said the 
gas was competitively priced, and 
the deals allowed both client 
states to vary the amount of gas 


they imported each year. 

“If the new deals are a sign that 
Algeria is softening its attitude, 
we could have a new agreement 
by the autumn," one informed 
French industry source said. 

France buys 9.15 billion cubic 
metres of liquefied natural gas a 
year from Algeria. 

But since July, 1986, it has 
refused to pay a 30 per cent 
premium over market rates de- 
manded by Algeria, which adds 
up to a total of four billion francs. 

The two countries' state gas 
concerns, Gaz De France and 
Sonatrach, fixed a temporary gas 
price in March, 1986, to help tide 
Algeria over a slump in oil prices 
that year. 

But, when the oil market reco- 
vered, the price of Algerian gas 
soared. Negotiations for a follow- 
up contract have never been suc- 
cessfully completed. 


Contracts replace lifetime 
employment in Peking 


PEKING (AP) — Enterprises in 
Peking will employ only contract 
workers within five years, China’s 
leading newspaper said Saturday, 
heralding the move as a blow 
against China's system of lifetime 
employment. 

The People’s Daily ( Renmin 
Ribuo) said that under the con- 
tract system enterprises would be 
able to fire workers. The workers 
will then "either find a way out 
foV themselves or enter the ranks 
of the unemployed.” 

“This will finally break the iron . 


rice bowl.” the newspaper said, 
referring to China’s old system 
that guaranteed workers a job for 
life regardless of their abilities or 
results. 

Under the reforms pushed for 
the last decade by Deng Xiaop- 
ing, China has been trying to 
include elements of a market 
economy into its state-run sys- 
tem. The government says factor- 
ies that lose money should be 
allowed to go bankrupt and work- 
ers who don’t do their jott should 
■be fired. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 

Activity on the Amman Financial Marker for August 13. 1988 . 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday rates 
Local scB/buy rates in Sis 


Number Volume Contracts 


Regular market: 

Top three companies: 

Arab Bank Limited 
Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 
Industrial, Commercial and 
Agricultural (Intaj) 

Parallel market: 

Development bonds: 

Treasury bills & bonds: 
Other debentures: 
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JD 110121' 
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240 

JD 
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11 

9850 

JD 

16066 

22 

6610 

JD 

7907 

12 

5249 

JD 

2355 

— 

— 
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Belgian franc (for 10) 94.2/ 95.1 

Dutch guilder 174.4/ 176.1 

Frendi Crane 58.1/ 58.7 

I talian lira (for 100) 26.6/ *6-9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 279.2/ 282.0 

Swedish crown 57.5/ 58. 1 

Swiss franc 235.61 238.0 

U.K. sterling pound 636.7/ W3. 1 

U.S. dollar 371.1/ 375.1 

Deiitschemark 197.50/ 199.50 


Saudi riyal 101,0/ 

Syrian lira (for JD !} 95.0/ 

Lebanese lira (for JD 1) ... 870.0/ 

Iraqi dinar 460.0/ 

Kuwaiti dinar 1320.0/ 

Egyptian pound 160.0/ 

Qatari riyal 103.0/ 

UAE dirham 102.0/ 

Omani riyal 980.0/ 

Bahraini dinar 1000.0/ 


JORDAN BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


ABA to open main 
office in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Arab Bankers Association 
(ABA) is currently making pre- 
parations to open a banking train- 
ing institute to be headquartered 
in Amman to further bolster 
cooperation among Arab banks 
and among bankers, according to 
ABA member and chairman of 
the board of directors of the 
Cairo-Amman Bank Jawdat 
Sha’sha'a. 

He told the first session of a 
training course for seniof h ank 
officials from 12 Arab countries 
that banks in Arab countries in 
general and Jordan in particular 
are called upon to help set up the 
projected institute by providing 
financial help and sending its staff 
for training in various banking 
services. 

The success of ABA so far 
greatly depended on Arab banks 
support. Sha’sha’a said. 

Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Hussein Al Qasem 
made the opening speech at the 
first session of the six-day course 
which was attended by 35 dele- 
gates. 

Qasem said that sound banking 
operations rely greatly on sound 
internal organisation, control and 
accomplishment of services on 
schedule. 

Qasem said that the Arab cen- 
tral banks have issued proper 
regulations which are designed to 
help organise and control the 
work of banks. The present train- 
| ing course, he said, will address 
; matters related to internal control 
of operations. 

The London-based ABA was 
founded in 1980 with. the purpose 
of coordinating interests of Arab 
bankers, improving relations with 
other countries, preparing studies 
for development projects in the 
Arab World, administering a 

Hong Kong 
banks raise 
lending rate 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's two leading banks, Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Bank and 
Standard Chartered Bank, said 
Saturday they had raised their 
prime lending rates by half a 
percentage point to 9.5 per cent. 

Their joint statement came 
shortly after the Hong Kong 
Association of Banks announced 
a deposit-rate increase of half a 
point across the board at its regu- 
lar weekly meeting. 

Bankers said the rise was wide- 
ly expected after the U.S. Federal 
Reserve put up its discount rate 
by half a percentage point to 6.5 
per cent in a surprise move 
Tuesday. 

The Hong Kong dollar is peg- 
ged to the U.S. currency at 7.8 
Hong Kong dollars to one U.S. 
dollar. 

“Today's rise was fairly well 
predicted and obvious in some 
respects.” said Ronald Carstairs, 
acting chairman of the bank's 
association. 


SUPER DELUXE 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Ground floor. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, living, dining, 
family rooms plus separaie 
family room, closed-in veran- 
da, large kitchen fully equip- 
ped. tiled terrace, car garage, 
garden. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Other villas and apartments 
are available 

Call 822894 or 642975 
Nour Real Estate 


code for arbitration between 
financial institutions and provid- 
ing tr ainin g for Arab bankers. 


Ministry of Industry and Trade 663191 

Ministry of Supply 602121 

Ministry of Finance 636321 

Ministry of Planning 644466 

Ministry or Labour 663186 

Ministry of Communications ... 847391 

Ministry of Agricu Ituie 639391 

Income Tax Department 660151 

Central Bank of Jordan 630301 

Amman Customs Department 772181 
Social Security Corporation .... 643000 
Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation 721194 


Jordan Commercial Centres 

Corporation 603507 

Free Zones Corporation 642001 

Amman Financial Market 660170 

Amman Chamber of 

Commerce 666151 

Amman Chamber of Industry 644747 
Association of Banks in Jordan 662258 
Jordan Association of Insurance 

Companies 647370 

General Statistics Department 846171 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association 680663 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Tbe following table s umm arises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
week starting Saturday, Aug. 6, "88 and ending Wednesday Aug. 10. '88. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company Number Volume Opening Closing Par 


Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 


Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 


National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation . 
Al Mashrek Exchange 


Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

United Insurance 


Services and industries 


General Investments ..... 

Inma for Investment and Financial Facilities 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments .... 
Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta'jeerco 


Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 
Jordan National Shipping Lines .... 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 


Jordan Dairy . 


Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 


Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing 

Aladdin Industries 


Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries ...... 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

Dar Al Daws' for Development and Investment .... 

National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 


National Industries 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading . 
Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 


Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging * 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


Jordan Glass Industries 
Grand total 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

of shares 

Of trade 

price 

price 

value 

itntions 

1255 

1845 

1.500 

1.470 

1.000 

5000 

9850 

1.970 

1.970 

1.000 

897 

1536 

1.710 

1.720 

1.000 

3887 

5488 

1.410 

1.410 

1.000 

40979 

50174 

1.250 

1.220 

1.000 

452 

834 

1.860 

1.850 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

756 

11151 

14.860 

14.800 

5.000 

854 

91527 

109.000 

107.500 

10.000 

13425 

33508 

2.520 

2.500 

1.000 

12750 

11787 

0.920 

0.930 

1.000 

31300 

54827 

2.050 

2.010 

1.000- 

48300 

25630 

0.540 

0.540 

1.000 

4425 

7965 

1.800 

1.800 

1.000 

6936 

4561 

0.680 

0.680 

1.000 

1700 

2333 

1.380 

1.350 

1.000 

6)49 

4622 

0.760 

0.750 

1.000 

25 

375 

16.000 

15.000 

.2.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

900 

4123 

4.600 

4350 

1.000 






— 

1.000 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 

600 

540 

0.940 

0.900 

1.000 

1500 

1598 

1.080 

1.050 

1.000 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

200 

162 

0.820 

0.810 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 





— 

— 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

10.000 



— 

— 

— 

10.000 

5242 

6395 

1.230 

1.220 

1.000 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1800 

1692 

0.970 

0.940 

1.000 

15150 

13631 

1.110 

0.810 

1.000 

50 

65 

1.260 

1.290 

1.000 

6124 

407/ 

0.670 

0.650 

1.000 

43949 

22454 

0.540 

0.510 

1 .000 ■ 

3000 

1275 

0.460 

0.410 

1.000 

6512 

1826 

0.300 

0.280 

1.000 

144 

93 

0.600 

0.660 

1.000 

1543 

294 

0.700 

0.700 

1.000 

3900 

1053 

0.780 

0.770 

1.000 

40150 

7777 

0.210 

0.200 

1.000 

7603 

12079 

1.660 

1.580 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1900 

1672 

0.880 

0.880 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

27771 . 

11437 

0.410 

0.410 

1.000 

54 85 

5375 

0.980 

0.980 

1.000 

6730 

12944 

1.970 

1.920 

1.000 

36730 

44459 

1.250 

1.220 

1.000 

16007 

40814 

2.530 

2.550 

1.000 

8665 

10592 

1.250 

1.210 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 000 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1.000 

26600 

32488 

1.210 

1.220 

1.000 

26854 

42685 

1.630 

1.620 

1.000 

815 

3749 

4.600 

4.600 

1.000 

594 

722 

1.230 

1.220 

1.000 

1350 

1959 

1.510 

1.450 

1.000 

9250 

5587 

0.620 

0.620 

1.000 

4737 

7183 

1.530 

1-530 

1.000 

15900 

41928 

2.690 

2.620 

1.000 

2260 

3295 

1.510 

1.490 

5.000 

200 

265 

1.310 

1.330 

1.000 

7212 

53285 

7.390 

7.400 

1.000 

178050 

35990 

0.210 

0.210 

1.000 

1300 

507 

0.410 

0.390 

1.000 

— 

— 





1.000 

8475 

9334 

1.130 

1.100 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

1916 

2326 

1.250 

1.210 

1.000 

767 

575 

0.800 

0.750 

1.000 

5356 

16536 

3.120 

3.070 

1.000 

52500 

30841 

0.610 

0.600 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

3108 

6219 

2.010 

2.000 

5.000 : 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 ; 

14 

203 

14.500 

14.500 

1.000 • 

— 

— 

— 



i.ooo : 


— 




1.000 ■ 

37350 

36662 

0.990 

0.990 

i.ooo : 

35446 

26188 

0.760 

0.750 

logo : 

13404 

29853 

2.550 

2.490 

1.000 - 

55902 

66973 

1.230 

1.200 

i.ooo : 

2713 

912,818 

2546 

982.339 

0.950 

0.940 

1.000 • 


Performance* 3:15. 6.30. 8:30. 10.30 


Performances 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 




Sports 

- z 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


'■*11, t 


®6cti 


ICI.I f 

-WSfr, ■ 
^’lon 
• : ’-i ty- 

Ct ' !:,r '-«lr V 

i ^’° 
*«> 
^ t* 


‘ding 


'~ l V^cr iw 

'-losing 
Pnce ‘ 
'l£ 


Aouita wins comfortable 800 metres 

®!^?APEST (R) — Said Aouita ran cleverly and comfortably 
within his limits to hold off Senegal's Moussa Fall and win the 800 
metres at the Budapest Grand Prix athletics meeting Friday. 
Gaining valuable experience for his attempt at an 800 and 1,500 
metres double at the Seoul Olympics next month, Aouita cruised 
to victory in one minute 45.42 seconds. Although he was well 
short of the best time in the world this year — American Johnny 
Gray’s 1:43.70 — the Moroccan double world record holder ran 
an impressive tactical race. He held back as the nine runners 
broke from their lanes on the back straight, then cruised past to 
tuck into second place for the rest of the first lap. Fall made his 
move with 350 metres to go, taking the lead and causing Aouita to 
lengthen his stride. Into the borne straight Aouita kicked, went 
past Fall with 80 metres to go and held off the Senegalese's 
counter-attack to win by one metre. Fall clocked 1:45.66 and 
Dieudonne Kwizera of Burundi was third in 1:45.96. 

Soviet soccer clubs to pay their own way 

MOSCOW ( R) — Soviet soccer dubs will soon have to pay their 
own way as Kremlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s, "perestroika” 
restructuring programme spreads to sport. The official TASS 
news agency said the government had on Friday endorsed a 
'document which will put individual soccer clubs on a self- 
acco anting and self-financing basis. Each dub will be able to set 
•up specialised shops and cafes, produce sports souvenirs and 
advertise, TASS said. But it did not make clear what would 
happen to proceeds of ticket sales or whether players would be 
bought and sold as in Western soccer leagues. Soviet soccer clubs 
have traditionally been supported by the state. Most are at 
present attached to large organisations such as trade unions, 
factories, ministries or the army. But a debate has been raging 
here for years over whether Soviet sportsmen should be allowed 
to turn professional. National soccer coach Valery Lobanovsky 
has said it is time to recognise some sportsmen are professional in 
all but name. TASS said a new Soviet soccer union grouping 
players, coaches and referees would also be set up, aimed at 
giving them a greater say in the running of the game. Its first 
conference would be held soon. 

Fenech wants to unify boxing titles 

MELBOURNE (R) — Australian Jeff Fenech wants to unify the 
three' world featherweight titles after his destruction of Tyrone 
Downes of Trinidad in five rounds to retain the World Boxing 
Council (WBCl crown. Fenech, who scored his 18th win inside 
the distance in 21 unbeaten fights Friday night, said he would try 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

■<'1887 TilBuns MMU Service*. Inc 

A LITTLE LEARNING ISN’T ALWAYS DANGEROUS 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

# A Q J 8 4 
~ ' A 8 6 3 

: k 7 

* 95 

WEST EAST 

♦ 73 4 965 

? Q 10 4 2 ? Void 

> 9865 ! Q J 10 3 

♦ J 8 4 4AKQ10 72 

SOUTH 

♦ K 10 2 

C K J 9 7 5 
A 4 2 

* 63 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * 2 * 2 r Pass 

3 9 Pass 4 T Pass 
Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Four of * 

We have a friend, an old-iime 
bridge player, who boasts of the fact 
that he .plays “by the seat of his 
pants.” From time to time we tell 
him that only proves that he is sit- 
ting on his brains — there is nothing 
.wrong about learning something 
about the game from books and ar- 
ticles. Safety plays are a case in 
point. 

Four hearts is a perfectly normal 
contract to reach on the North- 
South hands, It was bid quickly, 
and Iosl just as fast. 


West Jed a low club. East took 
two high clubs and then shifted to 
the queen of diamonds. Our friend, 
the declarer, won in hand, led a 
trump to the ace and eventually con- 
ceded two trump tricks for down 
one. 

Now the 4-0 split was indeed un- 
lucky, but the heart combination 
was old news for anyone familiar 
with safety plays. It can be found in 
any standard book on play. 

Once the defenders had taken 
their club tricks, the contract was 
safe as long as declarer could hold 
his losers in the trump suit to one. If 
trumps were no worse than 3-1, de- 
clarer could not lose more than one 
trick. Only a 4-0 trump break could 
present a threat. 

Since the only missing high cards 
in the suit were the Q-10. that distri- 
bution could be neutralized no mat- 
ter which defender held the length. 
All declarer had to do at trick four 
was to lay down the king of trumps! 

Suppose West had shown out. 
Declarer would then continue with a 
trump to his ace and another back 
to his jack, and East would get only 
one trick. And as the cards lie. East 
shows out on the first heart, so de- 
clarer continues with a low heart to- 
ward dummy. Whether or not West 
goes in with a honor, he will be held 
to one trick. Try it. 


to bring the WBC, World Boxing Association (WBA) and 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) titles under one umbrella 
before deciding whether to move up to junior-lightweight. The 
way Fenech recovered from a badly cut eye in the first round to 
knock down Downes four times before the referee stopped the 
fight in the fifth convinced the man they call the Marrickville 
Mauler he is one of the world’s best. “I wanted to show the 
people, not just here in Australia but all around the world that 
Australia has got the best fighter pound for pound in the world — 
south of Mike Tyson," he said. 

Edberg on top of ATP list 

CINCINNATI, Ohio (AP) — Stefan Edberg, champion of the 
1987 Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) Championship, is 
the man to beat in this year's ATP tournament which starts with 
qualifying rounds Saturday. Play in the 5485,000 tournament 
begins Monday, also at the Jack Nicklaus sports centre 20 miles 
(32 kilometres) north of Cincinnati. Edberg, the defending champ 
at Wimbledon as well as the ATP, was virtually certain to be 
top-ranked for this year’s ATP Championship, officials said. 
Tournament officials conducted the draw late Friday afternoon. 
Diane Crawford, of the ATP organisation in Arlington, Texas, 
said the ATP Championship's seeaings were being based on Aug. 

8 computer rankings of the world’s top tennis players, which had 
Edberg rated No. 1. This year’s ATr Championship field also 
features past ATP singles champ Mats Wilander, Jimmy Connors, 
Pat Cash and Miroslav Mecir. Tournament director Paul Flory 
said he tried to also recruit Yannick Noah and Guy Forget, but 
failed to get their commitments. 

USA defeats Cuba in women’s basketball 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina (AP) — Katrina McClain's 20 
points led five players in double figures Friday night as the U.S. 
Olympic women’s basketball team beat Cuba 119-58 in an 
exhibition game which nearly was postponed after the arena 
scoreboard crashed to the floor nine hours earlier. Both teams 
were scheduled to practice in the new S52 million Charlotte 
coliseum during the morning, but die 20-ton, SI .2 million 
scoreboard crashed to the court prior to the practices. Officials of 
the exhibition scrambled to clear the wreckage and replace the 
damaged floor. Coach Kay Yow’s pressure defence shut down the 
Cuban attack seven minutes into the first half. Of Cuba’s’ 19 
turnovers in the first half, eight were committed in a two-minute 
stretch in which they got off just one shot. In that time, the United 
States went on a 17-0 run that propelled them to a 35-17 lead on 
Bridgette Gordon’s basket with 9:02 'left in the period. Cuba 
broke the drought on a three-point play by Beatriz Perdona with 
8:36 left in the first half, but the United States went on another 
run, a 13-0 spurt which ended on a fast-break basket by McClain 
with 4:23 left and gave the U.S. a 53-23 advantage. 

WBA to crown Molinares as champ 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — The World Boxing Association 
<(WBA) said Friday it would crown Tomas Molinares as world 
welterweight champion despite the New Jersey State Athletic 
Commission’s decision to void his victory over Marlon Starling. 
“The Colombian Tomas Molinares, new champion of the 
welterweight division of the WBA, will be recognised by the 
principal authorities of this organisation,” the WBA said in a 
statement from its headquarters in Maracay, Venezuela. The 
WBA said Molinares would be honoured at a special ceremony 
“in which he will be presented with the sash that acredits him as 
the new world monarch at 147 pounds." The statement said WBA 
president Gilberto Mendoza will go to Bairanquilla, Colombia 
Saturday for the crowning ceremony. In their July 30 title fight in 
Atlantic City, Molinares knocked out the American Starling with 
a punch apparently delivered a fraction of second after the bell 
sounded to end the sixth round. Referee Joe Cortez declared the 
blow valid. On Thursday, New Jersey Athletic Commissioner 
Larry Hazzard said Molinares’ victory would not be recognised 
because the punch came late. 

Poll says Americans think it unfair fight 

SAN DIEGO (R) — Most Americans think it isn’t fair that two 
radically different boats will race for the America’s Cup next 
month, according to results of a national poll commissioned by 
the New Zealand challengers. The survey of 1,050 Americans 
conducted this week by the Gallup organisation showed that 53 
per cent believed it was not fair that the San Diego defenders 
were racing a catamaran against the monohulled sloop of New 
Zealand. Thirty-four per cent said it was fair and 13 per cent said 
they didn't know. “This is the ultimate proof of the American 
sense of fair play," said Michael Fay. who heads the Challengers’ 
Syndicate. “Now we are clear on the difference between the Sail 
America way and the American way.” Sail America officials told 
Reuters they could not comprehend the significance of the poll, j 
“It's bard to comment on something that has no meaning,'' said 
Tom Mitchell. “Maybe Fay will be kissing babies next week.” The 
best-of-three series’for the cup is scheduled to begin on Sept. 7. 


Baseball Standings 

NEW YORK (AP) — Major 
league baseball standings after 
Friday's games: 

American Uagaa 

East Division 



W 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

Detroit 

68 

46 

.596 

* * 

Boston 

65 

50 

565 

3V6 

New York 

63 

49 

563 

4 

Milwaukee 

60 

57 

.513 

9V5 

Toronto 

59 

58 

.504 

10% 

Cleveland 

54 

62 

.466 

15 

Baltimore 

37 

77 

325 

31 

West Division 


Oakland 

74 

43 

.632 


Minnesota 

64 

50 

.561 

BV* 

Kansas City 

59 

56 

513 

14 

California 

58 

58 

500 

ISVfe 

Texas 

50 

63 

.442 

22 

Chicago 

5T 

65 

.440 

22 Vt 

Seattle 

44 

72 

.379 

29 Vt 

National League 


East Division 


New York ■ 

68 

47 

591 



Montreal 

62 

52 

544 

5Vft 

Pittsburgh 

63 

53 

543 

5 Vi 

Chicago 

55 

58 

467 

12 

Philadelphia 

51 

64 

443 

17 

St Louis 

51 

64 

443 

17 


West Division 


Los Angeles 64 

50 

561 

— 

Houston 

62 

53 

539 

2V? 

San Francisco6l 

54 

530 

3 Vi 

Cincinnati 

57 

57 

.500 

7 

San Diego 

54 

61 

.470 

101* 

Atlanta . 

40 

75 

.348 

24 Vi 


Brazil names 
Olympic 
soccer squad 

RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil (AP) 
— Brazilian team coach Carlos 
1 Alberto Silva Friday named 20 
players to the Olympic soccer 
squad but threatened to leave the 
team if players on foreign dubs 
don’t show up for training. 

Starters Andrade, Valdo and 
Edmar recently transferred to 
European clubs, and it was un- 
clear whether they would be re- 
leased to play for the Brazilian 
national team. 

The 20-player squad named 
Friday was essentially the same 
team that in June won the 
Bicentennial Tournament in Au- 
stralia. But there were a few 
surprises. 

Neto, a 21-year-old midfielder 
of Guarani, was named for the 
first time to the national squad. 
Neto has been a standout for 
Guarani during its excellent cam- 
paign in the recent Sao Paulo 
State Championship and the cur- 
rent liberators of America Cup 
tournament. 

Attackers Bebeto, of 
Flamengo, and Joao Paulo, of 
Guarani, also were named again 
to the national team after a one- 
year, hiatus. 

However, Silva said be would 
not tolerate a repeat of the confu- 
sion that preceded a recent Euro- 
pean exhibition tour, when many 
starters didn't show up because 
.they were negotiating their trans- 
fer to foreign clubs and there 
weren't enough players to hold 
practice. 

“It won’t happen again because 
I'U only show up if all the players 
do too,” Silva said Friday. 

The players were to report 
Tuesday for medical exams and 
start training immediately in the 
mountain resort town of Tereso- 
polis. near Rio. 
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Woodforde ousts McEnroe, 
reaches semifinals of 
Canadian Open tennis 

TORONTO (R) — Australian Mark Woodforde Eve f t 10 

scored another major upset by using his head as well Rehe m scmifina,s 

as a barrage of well-placed passing shots to beat In Los Angeles Chris Ev 
John McEnroe to reach the semifinals of the recovered from an early lapse 
C anadian Open tennis tournament Friday. fellow- American Patty Ft 


Woodforde, who earlier eli- 
minated second-seeded Swede 
Stefan Edberg, beat the eighth- 
seeded McEnroe 6-2, 2-6. 6-2 to 
earn a semifinals match against 
Kevin CuiTen. 

Currea, the 14th seed, out- 
lasted sixth-seeded fellow Amer- 
ican Tim Mayotte 3-6, 6-4, 7-5 in 
his quarterfinal. 

The other semifinal on Satur- 
day will have top seed Ivan Lendl 
going against Jimmy Connors. 

Lendl swept past unseeded Au- 
stralian John Frawley 6-2, 6-2, 
while the fourth-seeded Connors 
squeezed by fifth seed Pat Cash 
of Australia 7-6, 7-6 with a pair of 
tiebreaker decisions. 

Woodforde, a 22-year-old red- 
headed lefthander who is ranked 
50th in the world, fired in six aces 
and broke McEnroe twice in the 
first set. 

After falling to McEnroe in the 
second set, Woodforde broke 
McEnroe to go up 3-2 and then 
again to take a 5-2 lead in the 
third set before serving out the 


match at love. 

He buried his head in his hands 
and shook his head in disbelief as 
the crowd of 10,000 gave him a 
standing ovation after" the match. 

“Mark played an excellent 
match. He used his head very 
well and he mixed up his shots 
instead of just hitting balls as 
hard as he could." said McEnroe. 

“I’d like to get another shot a{ 
him. He’s a guy who has a chance 
to get into the top 25. He’s a 
dangerous player," said McEn- 
roe, who is currently ranked 17th. 

Woodforde, who’had never be- 
fore played McEnroe, was 
thrilled. 

“John’s one of the all-time 
greats. I just had to come out and 
play my best tennis." he said. 

Connors, 35, withstood court- 
side temperatures that hit 44 de- 
grees Celsius in beating the 1987 
Wimbledon champion. 

Connors said he enjoyed the 
challenge but was glad kus match 
ended when it did. 


Evert to meet 
Rehe in semifinals 

In Los Angeles, Chris Evert 
recovered from an early lapse to 
beai fellow- American Patty Fen- 
dick Friday and advance, to the 
semifinals of the $300,000 Los 
Angeles women’s tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Evert, playing in her first 
tournament since her recent mar- 
riage, won the last eight games in 
taking a 6-4, 6-0 victory over the 
sixth-seeded Fendick. 

Opposing the top-seeded Even 
in Saturday's semifinals will be 
Stephanie Rehe who upset fourth 
seed Lori McNeil 6-4. 3-6. 6-4. 

The other semifinal will have 
third seed Gabriela Sabarini of 
Argentina playing fifth-seeded 
American Zina Garrison. 

Sabatini beat seventh seed 
Anne Minter of Australia 6-2. 6-4, 
while Garrison crushed her 15- 
year-old compatriot Amy Frazier 
6-1, 6-2 to advance. 

Evert, third in the w’orld, raced 
to a 4-1 lead in the first set, 
playing her usual baseline game 
and keeping the aggressive Fen- 
dick away from the net with her 
passing shots. 

Even said she was not sur- 
prised by her first-set lapse. 


AC Milan plays Bayern Munich in 
Wembley International Tournament 


LONDON (AP) — Its image 
tarnished by a new wave of crowd 
violence. English soccer begins its 
reparation process Saturday 
when Wembley stadium stages a 
four-team tournament involving 
two of the biggest names in 
Europe — AC Milan and Bayern 
Munich. 

Milan's Dutch soccer aces 
Ruud Gullit. Marco van Basten 
and Frank Rijkaard, who po- 
wered their country to success in 
the European Championships, 
will be in action at the home of 
English soccer in a four-team 
competition which also features 
Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur. 

Because of continued crowd 
violence involving its followers, 
English soccer has been ostra- 
cised from the rest of Europe at 
club level since the 1985 cham- 
pions' cup final between Liver- 
pool and Italy’s Juventus in Brus- 
sels’ Heysel stadium, where 39 
people were killed a stampede 
caused by rioting fans. 

Believing they had curbed the 
violence. English dubs asked to 
be readmitted. But following 
fresh outbreaks of trouble at the 
end of last season and at the 
European Championships, they 
withdrew their application. 

Against a backcloth of elabo- 
rate measures to avoid crowd 
trouble at Wembley,, two of Eng- 
land's most famous clubs will 
battle with Italy’s AC Milan and 
West Germany's Bayern Munich 
Saturday and Sunday in a com- 
petition known as the Wembley 
Internationa] Tournament. 

The two north London teams 
meet Saturday- in a tournament 
opener, followed by the Milan- 


Bayern clash. On Sunday, the 
winner of the first game plays the 
loser of the second, and the rwo 
other teams do battle in the final 
match. 

To die teams, the competition 
is a pre-season warm-up along the 
lines of the San Francisco 49ers- 
Miamj Dolphins football game at 
the same stadium two weeks ago. 

In terms of crowd behaviour 
and the public spotlight, howev- 
er, it is almost as vital as the 
Frank Bruno- Mike Tyson world 
heavyweight title fight to be 
staged at Wembley on Oct. 8. 

In the wake of fan violence 


involving English fans at the 
European Championships in 
West Germany, England's Foot- 
ball Association at first wanted 
the Wembley tournament called 
off. mindful of the further dam- 
age that could follow if Arsenal 
and Tottenham fans engaged in 
trouble. 

But Wembley's vice chairman, 
Jarvis Astaire, who also has been 
busy arranging the Bruno- Tyson 
fight, said he was confident the 
world title contest would provide 
the only punches thrown inside 
the famous stadium in the fore- 
seeable future. 


IOC launches ‘ultimate attempt’ 
for full participation at Seoul 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— The International Olympic 
Commj nee (IOC) launched an 
“ultimate attempt” Thursday to 
get all countries, including North 
Korea, to take pan in the Sum- 
mer Games starting next month. 

The plan calls for North and 
South Korean reams to march 
side by side at the opening and 
closing ceremonies in Seoul, 
South Korea, each canving its 
own flag and preceded by a single 
Olympic flag. 

“Such a highly symbolic event 
would allow the youth of Korea 
to show in the most striking way 
that it belongs to one and the 
same nation, and to demonstrate 
its strong desire for dialogue and 
reconciliation,” IOC president 
Juan Antonio Samaranch said in 
a letter sent Thursday to the 


heads of both countries' national 
Olympic committees. 

An IOC official said the flag 
proposal was an additional effort 
made in conjunction with Samar- 
anch's previous offer to have 
North Korea stage five events to 
meet its co-hosting demand. The 
official asked to remain un- 
named. 

The letter welcomed recently 
launched parliamentary ex- 
changes between the rwo Koreas, 
whose bitter rivalry’ gained new 
dimensions after the South was 
awarded the games in 19S1. 

“The IOC is certain that all 
peace-loving men and women 
throughout the world will man- 
ifest tiieir full support to this 
ultimate attempt to ensure” full 
participation at Seoul, the letter 
said. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“Harriet watched lady wrestling for 
the first time yesterday." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


SUMEO 
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THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L. Yates 


ACROSS 
1 in Paris" 

6 Adherents: 
suff. 

10 Strong — ox 

14 Good dishas 

15 Overcharge 
IS Shade ol 

green 

17 Clan symbol 

18 Treat 

20 * -upman- 
ship 

21 Fiddlesticks! 

23 — milk 

24 Put back 

26 Fr. triend 

27 Court 

28 Mud- 
slingers 

32 Starting point 

36 Cut 

37 Poe or Popo 

38 Ms MacGraw 

39 jolly 

good™" 

40 Ger. river 

41 Listlessness 
45 Precise 

47 Light-Horse 
Harry 

48 TV talking 
horse 

49 At the drop of 
a hat 

53 Bathed 

56 Interroga- 
tive: abbr. 

57 Hint 
5B Arises 
80 Diadem 

62 Doing 

63 Huron's 
neighbor 

64 Gantry or Rica 

65 Decays 

66 Drop oft 

67 Legal papers 


Peanuts 



I5 ,1 T£55 OF/ 1 TESS OF THE 
THE WHO?" I P‘URBERViLLE5'> 
ON TV ^ 

TONIGHT? y . {/ 




WHATEVER .. I > 
U)A5 HOPING IT 
UJAS ON TV, 

50 1 UJ0ULPN T 
HAVE TO REAP IT, 




Mutt'ii’ Jeff 


WHO IS IT? 


SB/ WHAT 
DOVtXl 
ij IV WANT? 


f YOU Rfc 
A REAL 
STUPE NT, 
AREN'T 
v YOU? 


I HAVE A GREAT FEAR OF 
BECOMING OVERLY EPUCATEE. 


MADAME. H 
I’D UKETD 
SHowytoU 
OUR NEW 
LINE OF 
BRUSHES . 


BUT Vt)U 
SAID , 
C.O.D. 


YES, THAT 
MEANS 
COME ON 
DOWN/ f 
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Tensions ease in Buraia 


BANGKOK (R) — Burmese took to the streets of 
Rangoon dancing and chanting to celebrate the 
resignation of! hardline Socialist leader Sein Lwin 
after five days of bloody agitation against his brief 
rule, residents said. 


“Qur victory, people's vic- 
tory,” they chanted, crowding 
into suburban streets despite an 
overnight curfew after Rangoon 
radio announced Friday that Sein 
Lwin bad quit just 18 days after 
taking over from his long-time 
mentor. Ne Win. 

The news appeared to have 
brought a measure of calm to a 
country rocked since Monday by 
violent protests for democracy in 
which diplomats said hundreds of 
people were killed. 

Residents and diplomats con- 
tacted from Bangkok said Ran- 
goon was calm Saturday, with 
raanv of the protesters’ barri- 
cades dismantled, shops re-open- 
ing and people returning to the 
city centre. 

“There is a general air of re- 
turning normality,” said one 
senior envoy. 

One traveller arriving in Bang- 
kok from Rangoon Saturday said 


students who had led the protests 
told him the calm was likely to 
last until next Friday, when a 
successor to Sein Lwin was due to 
be chosen. 

Sein Lwin, 64, whose appoint- 
ment July 26 triggered the upris- 
ing, resigned Friday night as 
chairman of the ruling Burma 
Socialist Programme Party 
(BSPP) and state president 

Rangoon radio said the BSPP 
executive committee, its plitburo, 
and parliament would meet next 
Friday to elect a successor. 

Party and parliamentary milit- 
ary committees, the key organs 
which have ensured security in 
the 26 years of repressive BSPP 
rule, will meet Thursday. 

“The students told me it would 
probably be quiet until next 
Thursday, but that if they don't 
get what they want maybe there'll 
be a return to the streets,” said 
American Brett Lambert, who 


flew to Bangkok after a week in 
Rangoon. 

He said there was enormous 
relief among students over the 
resignation of Sein Lwin, the 
least popular man in the country 
for his long-time role in suppres- 
sing opposition. 

“The group I was with when 
the announcement came cheered. 


But they couldn't go out in the 
streets because of the curfew,” he 


said. 

By official accounts almost 100 
people have died as troops 
opened fire on mass demonstra- 
tions in cities across the country, 
but diplomats put the figure any- 
where between 500 and 1.500. 

Students told visitors the de- 
parture of Sein Lwin was just a 
first step and they were encour- 
aged to pursue to the end their 
demand for a more democratic 
system. 

Diplomats said it was difficult 
to predict what would happen 
□ext.. 

Few believed the BSPP would 
be willing to surrender the abso- 
lute grip on power it has held 
since it was formed after Ne Win 
took over in a 1962 coup. 


An emergency party congress 
July 25 rejected a proposal by Ne 
Win in his final speech as leader 
that the people should be asked 
in a referendum whether the sing- 
le-party system should be scrap- 
ped and die country be returned 
to multi-party democracy. 

“Although one man (Sein 
Lwin) has been removed, the 
system is still in place," -one 
diplomat said. 

He said the party chiefs may be 
contemplating some form of col- 
lective leadership in place of die 
autocratic style of Ne Win, de- 
scribed by one ambassador as “an 
absolute dictator without whom 
nothing of significance was ever 
decided." 

Ne Win’s role in the present 
leadership crisis was not known 
and there was only speculation 
about possible future leaden. 
“People are waiting until next 
week to see who emerges,” said 
one diplomat contacted from 
Bangkok. 

A U.S. political scientist who 
has written several books on Bur- 
ma said Friday he thought Kyaw 
Htin was a possible successor to 
Sein Lwin. 



A South Korean student slings riot police helmets 
over his shoulder after radical students decided to 
return them to police. The helmets were captured in 


a morning demonstration yesterday near the Korea 
University in Seoul. 


Laurel urges Aquino to quit 


MANILA (AP) — Vice Presi- 
dent Salvador Laurel Saturday 
accused President . Corazon 
Aquino of incompetence and 
urged her to resign. 


He called for new elections and 
said he would resign if Aquino 
did. 


In a four-page letter that he 
read to reporters. Laurel accused 
Aquino of weak leadership 
against communist insurgency 
and of tolerating corruption on 
the scale of her deposed prede- 
cessor, Ferdinand Marcos. 

“The responsibility to take the 
essential step to ease the nation’s 
suffering is yours alone and I 
would not wish to usurp it," 


Laurel said. “E * if, m your 
conscience, you feel you must 
now make the supreme sacrifice 
by stepping down from the pres- 
idency and call for an immediate 
election to enable the people to 
choose another leader for these 
critical times, I want you to know 
that f am ready to make the same 
sacrifice with you.” 


Aquino gave no direct re- 
sponse to Laurel's resignation 
call. 


But at the end of a news 
conference called to announce an 
oil-price rollback, Aquino 
charged that Laurel had not sup- 
ported her enough, especially 
during coup attempts in Novem- 


ber 1986 and last August. 

Aquino said when she called 
members of her cabinet to an 
urgent meeting during a Novem- 
ber 1986 coup attempt. Laurel 
did not show up until late in the 
afternoon “because he was play- 
ing golf.” 

“Can you imagine what would 
have happened if I waited for 
him while he played golf?” 
Aquino said. 

Aquino and Laurel were in- 
itially rivals for the opposition 
presidential candidacy when Mar- 
cos called a special election in 
February 1986. Laurel gave way 
after being persuaded that only 
Aquino could unite the splintered- 
opposition. 



Seoul students battle police 
in effort to march to border 


SEOUL (AP) — Radical stu- 
dents battled riot police in scat- 
tered clashes Saturday in an 
effort to break through human 
barriers aimed at preventing a 
march to the border for reunifica- 
tion talks with North Korean 
students. 

Shopowners and residents near 
college campuses staged counter- 
demonstrations. urging students 
to halt unrest, which they said 
hurts business and would mar 
next month's Olympic Games in 
the capital. 

Also Saturday, a senior gov- 
ernment official said the govern- 


ment was considerig “a grave 
decision” this fall to protect the 
nation from leftist forces. News- 
papers and political analysts in- 
terpreted the remarks as suggest- 
ing a crackdown on dissent after 
the games. 

Kim Yong-Kap, the minis ter 
for government administration, 
accused the students of seeking to 
disrupt the Olympics and over- 
throw the government and said, 
“the government cannot but 
make a grave derision after the 
Olympics if the current political 
situation continues." 

A former military officer, Kim 


Salvador EL Laurel 


Crowds wait hours to 


Walesa 
marks 
anniversary 
of strikes 


GDANSK, Poland (AP) — Soli- 
darity leader Lech Walesa laid a 
wreath Friday at a monument to 
fallen shipyard workers in a cere- 
mony marking the eighth 
anniversary of strikes that laun- 
ched the now outlawed trade 
union. 

A Solidarity spokeswoman said 
about 2,000 shipyard workers and 
other solidarity supporters 
attended the ceremony near the 
entrance to the Lenin shipyard. 
The crowd chanted Solidarity slo- 
gans, waved banners and sang the 
national anthem, said Joanna 
Wojciechowiz. , 

Walesa, wearing a Solidarity 
T-shirt, helped put wreaths and 
flowers on the monument, 
erected to honour striking ship- 



Defiant Noriega marks fifth 
anniversary, in power 


pack ‘Last Temptation’ 


PANAMA CITY, (R) — Milit- 
ary leader General Manuel Anto- 


nio Noriega, marking his fifth 
anniversary as head of the Pana- 


Lech Walesa 


yard workers killed by security 
forces during labour unrest in 
1970. 


The ceremony was held two 
days before the official 1980 
strike anniversary, which falls on 
a Sunday this year, to allow more 
workers to attend, said the soli- 
darity spokeswoman. 


ma defence forces Friday, said 
file United States would nave to 
put up with him. 

In a speech during a military 
and popular celebration of the 
mmiversary, Noriega told the Un- 
ited States: "Keep your hands off 
of Panama.” 

"Forget about Noriega," he 
said. “Maybe Noriega is better 
than what is to come. Therefore 
it's preferable to put up with 
Noriega.” 

The United States is backing 
moves to force its former ally out’ 
of power and tried to negotiate a 
deal last May by which Noriega 
would step down in exchange for 
the dropping of two Florida in- 
dictments against him on drug 
trafficking charges. 


But the talks collapsed and 
U.S. policy as well as the opposi- 
tion movement in Panama have 
fallen into disarray as Noriega 
remains confident and in control. 

Noreiga addressed military and 
civilian dignitaries Friday and 
thousands of supporters gathered 
at a Panamanian air base for the 
anniversary celebration that in- 
cluded a military parade and a 
21-gun salute. 

The 50-year-old general’s only 
reference to the elections was to 
repeat assurances that they would 
be honest. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Crowds 
waited up to five hours to pack 
cinemas for the opening of the 
controversial film “The Last 
Temptation of Christ,” ignoring 
bible-carrying protesters who 
apparently gave the film a big 
publicity boost 

In Los Angeles, 75 demonstra- 
tors, many belonging to conserva- 
tive religious groups, carried ban- 
ners reading “Jesus is the Lord” 
and “don’t distort his-story," and 
sang hymns to the waiting dne- 
magoers. 

The Catholic Bishops' Depart- 
ment of Communications in New 


Contras reject Ortega 
offer for peace talks 


Fire put out at Empire State building 


NEW YORK (AP) — A smoky 
two-alarm fire broke out Friday 
on the Sbth floor of the Empire 
State building and moved up a 
shaftway to the top floor of the 
102-storey skyscraper before it 
was extinguished, the fire depart- 
ment said. 

It took nearly two hours to put 
out the fires, and three firefigh- 
ters required treatment for heat 
and smoke in hte 34-degree Cel- 


sius weather. There was no im- 
mediate word on its cause. 

One building occupant suffered 
a cut on the arm but declined 
treatment, fire department 
spokesman John Mulligan said. 

No people were trapped, and 
there was no general evacuation, 
but people from the smokier up- 
per floor were brought out from 
the landmark skyscraper, the ci-' 
ty’s second-tallest. 


The 86 th and 102nd floors are 
the sites of the building's popular 
observation decks, and tourists 
were evacuated from both. 

Bishop described damage as 
moderate in the utility shaft. 

Firefighters sped to the build- 
ing after an alarm was telephoned 
at 1:01 p.m. (1701 GMT) by 
building employees who. disco- 
vered the fire in a utility room on ' 
the 86th floor, said Mulligan. 


QUITO, ' Ecuador (AP) «— A 
Nicaraguan rebel leader has re- 
jected President Daniel Ortega’s 
offer to .renew peace talks in 
Managua, saying the “climate 
doesn’t exist” for negotiations in 
the capital city. 

Ortega made his offer for new 
peace talks in Managua or 
Washington Friday during an 
official visit to Ecuador, follow- 
ing the inauguration of Ecuador’s 
new president. He also criticised 
the U.S. Congress for approving 
new aid to the rebels, calling it an 
act of “aggression" and deman- 
ding that aid be halted. 

Adolfo Calero, the rebel lead- 
er, Friday reiterated contra lead- 


ers’ rejections of Managua as the 
site for more peace talks and also 
set several preconditions for the 
rebels' return to the bargaining 
table, including that Ortega 
attend future talks. 


York has rated the film as moral- 
ly offensive, meaning It is re- 
garded as unsuitable for showing 
to the 53 million Catholics in the 
United States. 

The picture, which cost only 
$6.5 million to- make and would 
normally be given only a limited 
showing as an art film, packed 
both Los Angeles cinemas in 
which it was shown Friday night. 

“We know controversy sells 
tickets, but we are also concerned 
about violence," an official of 
Universal Studios, which is distri- 
buting the film, said. 

The film shows a dream sequ- 
ence in which Jesus, played by 
Willem Dafoe, of the Vietnam 
war film “Platoon," makes love 
to Mary Magdalene. 

In New York, another of the 
eight cities chosen for the first 
showing of the film, 1,000 people 
lined up to see the film at the 
Ziegfeld Theatre while 300 de- 
monstrators staged protests. 


Religious groups also staged 
small, colourful demonstrations 
outside cinemas in Chicago, 
Washington, San Francisco, Seat- 
tle, Minneapolis and Toronto. In 
San Francisco, a demonstrator 
carried a 10-foot cross and 
another carried a banner reading 
“Hollywood’s darkest hour.” 

Scorsese, a Roman Catholic, 
has pointed out the film is based 
on a 1955 novel, "The Last 
Temptation of Christ,” by the 
late greek writer Nik os Kazant- 
zakis, and not on the gospel 
accounts of Jesus. 

Similar protests have greeted 
other recent films with religious 
subjects. 


In November of 1985, Pope 
Joha Paul led thousands of 
Catholics in reciting a rosary to 
“repair” the damage done to the 
Virgin Mary by the French film 
“Hail Mary,” then playing in 
Rome. 


Representatives of the left- 
wing Sandinista government and 
the U.S.-backed rebels, known as 
contras, agreed on a cease-fire 
March 23 under a regional peace 
plan that Ortega and four other 
Central American presidents 
signed in Aug. 1987. 

The cease-fire often has been 
violated but extended by both 
sides, most recently by Nicaragua 
unilaterally until Aug. 30. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mandela hospitalised for lung trouble 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Jailed South African nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela is being treated in hospital for fluid around the 
lung, a hospital spokesman said Saturday. Dr. J. Strauss, superin- 
tendent at Cape Town’s Tygerberg hospital, said in a statement 
that Mandela, 70, imprisoned for life in 1964, was admitted Friday 
and was undergoing tests for a “left-sided pleural effusion.” “He is 
comfortable and in a satisfactory condition," Strauss added. 


Pakistan to lease U.S. frigates 


Namibians sceptical of S. African proposals 


By Greg Myre 

77ie .Associated Press 


WINDHOEK — The people of 
Namibia also known as South- 
West Africa, war-weary and 
deeply sceptical after 22 years 
of fighting, see major obstacles 
to independence despite South 
African proposals to withdraw 
from the continent's last 
colony. 

South Africa joined an 
Angolan war cease-fire Aug. 8, 
said it will pull out of Angola by 
Sepr. 1, and tentatively plans to 
begin withdrawing Nov. 1 from 
neighbouring Namibia. 

South Africa has offered to 
grant Namibia independence 
■next June 1 if Cuba agrees to 
remove its 50,000 troops from 
Angola by that date. 

Most Namibians, who have 
been ruled by Germans and 
South Africans for more than a 
century, are aching for both 
peace and independence. 

But they have had their 
hopes repeatedly raised — and 
dashed — ever since the United 
Nations Security Council in 
1978 passed Resolution 435 
calling for Namibian independ- 
ence and U.N.-supervised 
elections. 

“The words we are hearing 
today are the same words we 


heard 10 years ago,” said Dan- 
ny Tjongarero, a spokesman 
for the legal, political wing of 
the South-West Africa People's 
Organisation (SWAPO). “I’d 
like to be optimistic, but South 
Africa has proved ingenious in 
finding excuses to block Nami- 
bian independence,” he said. 

SWAPO’s outlawed guerrilla 
movement has been fighting 
since 1966 to win independence 
for the mineral-rich territory, 
which is larger than France and 
West Germany combined but 
has only 1.3 million residents. 
SWAPO is considered likely to 
win independence elections due 
to its strong support in the 
north, where most of the 
population is concentrated. 

South Africa calls SWAPO a 
terrorist organisation intent on 
establishing a Marxist state. 
Many Namibians doubt South 
Africa's sincerity in proposing 
elections within a year that are 
likely to lead to SWAPO gov- 
ernment. 

South Africa, with backing 
from the United States, argues 
that Namibian independence 
must be linked with the Cuban 
withdrawal from Angola. 

The Cubans support Ango- 
la’s Marxist government in the 
13-year-old Angolan war, while 
the United States and South 


Africa aid the UNIT A rebel 
movement. 

South Africa, Cuba, Angola 
and U.S. mediators plan to 
hold further talks the week of 
Aug. 22 in a bid to establish a 
date for the Cuban withdrawal 
and independence for Namibia. 
Without an agreement, Nami- 
bian independence plans 
appear headed for another de- 
railment. 


Namibian leaders have been 
excluded from the peace talks 
and have been briefed by the 
Sooth Africans only after prop- 
osals and agreements have been 
announced. 


“We know all the partici- 
pants in the talks still have 


tricks up their sleeve,” said 
Andreas Shipanga, a black 
cabinet minister in Namibia's 
multiracial interim govern- 
ment, established in 1985 to 
pave the road for independ- 


P.W. Botha paid a rare visit to 
Namibia in April and reiterated 
his government's commitment 
to white “group rights,” which 
allow for ethnically based poli- 
tical structures and segregated 
schools and hospitals. 

Botla also extended the 
powers of Louis Pienaar, the 
territory's appointed adminis- 
trator general. Most Namibians 
condemned the actions and said 
they showed South Africa in- 
tended to m aintain a firm grip 
on the territory it has adminis- 
tered since capturing it from 
Germany in 1915. 

The League of Nations in 
1920 authorised South Africa to 
govern the territory, but the 
league's successor, the United 
Nations revoked the, mandate 
in 1966. 


chaos in a territory that has 
more than 40 political parties 
and 11 ethnic groups ranging 
from the nomadic bushmen to a 
20,000-strong German com- 
munity. 


“The whites are very worried 
and you win see an exodus to 
some extent," said Kosie Pre- 
tori US, a cabinet minister and 
head -of the all-white National 
Party. “We are concerned ab- 
out the economy, about losing 
our cultural identity and about 
being dominated by a black 
majority government." 

When it appeared Namibia 
was close to independence in 
1978, some 25,000 whites — 25 
per cent of the white population 
— fled the territory- Most went 
to South Africa. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pakistan, long troubled by the naval 
build-up of rival India, has struck a deal to lease up to eight of the 
16 U.S. navy frigates the U.S. Defence Department is retiring for 
budget reasons, officials said. Lieutenent Barbara Kent, a navy 
spokeswoman, said Friday Congress was informed of the deal in a 
letter written by Rear Achniral Thomas C. Lynch, the navy’s chief 
of legislative affairs. Congress has 30 days to block the transaction 
if it wishes to do so, the spokeswoman said. Kent -said Pakistan 
would be allowed to inspect nine frigates. According to another 
official who asked not to be named, however, Pakistani officials 
have been told they can lease a maximum of eight of the warships. 


U.S., Laos to discuss missing men 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States said Friday Laos had 
agreed to bold talks later this month to prepare for further joint 
excavation activities in the search for Americans missing in the 
Indochina war. State Department Spokesman Charles Redman 
said U.S. and Laotian officials and technical experts would meet in 
Vietiane Aug, 22 and 23. The talks will cover a number of issues of 
bilateral concern but the special focus will be “joint efforts to 
resolve the humanitarian issue of Americans still missing and 
unaccounted for in Laos,” he told reporters. 


Reagan urged not to suspend ABM 


Asked if he thought Nami- 
bia would be independent by 
June 1, Shipanga said: “I’d like 
to hope so, but I don't believe 
so.” 

South Africa has contributed 
to the scepticism by sending 
conflicting signals about its in- 
tentions in Namibia, 

South African President 


South Africa's offer to grant 
independence June 1 marks the 
first time it has set a target date 
for leaving Namibia. 

But South Africa also raised 
several unresolved questions, 
such as who will help pay Nami- 
bia's bills and guarantee its 
loans once South Africa de- 
parts. 

The announcement caught 
many in Namibia by surprise. 
Some say a sudden rush to 
independence could lead to 


The 75,000 remaining whites 
make up only 6 per cent of the 
population, but they pay almost 
90 per cent of the personal in- 
come taxes and run the minin g 
industry, die country's largest 
source of revenue. 

“We can't afford to scare 
whites out of Namibia and open 
ourselves to destabilisation," 
said Moses Katjiuongua, a 
black cabinet minister. 

“Independence will create its 
own problems, but we can’t go 
backwards now,” he said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A bipartisan group of 42 U.S. Senators 
has written a letter to President Reagan, urging him not to suspend 
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty because the Soviet Union 
started to build an illegal radar complex. The letter was made public 
Friday by Democratic Senator Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts 
and signed by 37 Democrats and five Republicans. The senators 
noted the radar at Krasnoyarsk, in Siberia, is a violation of the 
treaty but said the Soviet Union has halted construction and 
signalled its willingness to dismantle the complex. 



Man takes lengthy 
detour to the dentist 


PELL CITY, Alabama (AP) — 

A man who took a 1,800- 
kilometre detour when he got lost v 
on his way to the dentist finally ' . 
ended up in the chair and got new 4 
dentures — for free — bot not ‘ 
before his new driver also got ' 


lost. Frank Collier, a 76-year-okij^' 
retired mill worker from Centre-*; M 


ville, received national attention 
last month when he lost his way ^ 
while driving to get his new de- 
□cures from a Fell City clinic 120 ^ 
kilometres from his borne. Col- 
lier, who had never left west - 
Alabama except for one other 
trip to Pell City, ended up on an 
interstate highway and drove all 
the way to Munde, Indiana, 901- 
kilometre journey. Police assisted 
him with directions and in getting •’*_ 
in touch with relatives and - r 
friends, who drove him back. ‘T 
got on that interstate and didn't 
know how to get off,” he said 


Thursday. “I jusr kept a-goin', 
kept a-goin 1 . right out of the 


state, almost out of the country.”^ : 


served as a senior intelligence 
offidal at the agency for National 
Security Pl annin g, formerly cal- 
led the KCIA, under the author- 
itarian government of former 
President Chun Doo-Hwan. 


Dukakis sleeps in 
Taylor’s bed 


Kim accused college students 
of “seeking to disnipt the Olym- 
pics and overthrow the govern- 
ment by seizing on unification," a 
sensitive national concern for the 
Korean pe ninsula , which was di- 
vided in 1945 into the Co mmunis t 
North and Capitalist South. The 
division deepened after the Ko- 
rean War in 1950-53. 


Meese ends controversial term 


WASHINGTON (R) — Edwin Meese has ended his controversial 
three-year term as U.S. attorney general with a parting shot ar 
members of Congress who often criticised him. Before leaving 
office Friday, Meese issued an order giving future attorneys 
general the power to name independent counsels to investigate 
alleged criminal violations by members of the House and Senate. 


RICHMOND, Virginia (R) — 
Michael Dukakis told a breakfast 
audience Friday he had spent the 
previous night in Elizabeth 
Taylor's bed. The Democratic 
presidential candidate was a guest 
in Virginia's 175-year-old gov- 
ernor's mansion Thursday night 
during a campaign stop. He told a 
breakfast reception of party lead- 
ers afterward: “I never thought 
that I would sleep in a bed that 
the Marquis de Lafayette had 
slept in. that Winston' Churchill 
had slept in, Dwight David 
Eisenhower had slept in, Eli- 
zabeth Taylor had slept in ...” 
The last name brought a roar of 
laughter from the crowd and the 
Massachusetts governor quickly 
added a tribute to his wife Kitty, 
standing with him on the plat- 
form. 


Baldness remedy 
close to approval 


KALAMAZOO, Michigan (AP) 

— A remedy for baldness der 
veloped by the Upjohn company V.' 
is one step closer to final U.S. 
government approval, company ' . 
officials have announced. The 
Kalamazoo-based pharmaceutic- ” 
al company said it received an 
“approvable letter” from the ; . 3 f. 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra- 
tion for its topical minoxidil pre- 
paration for the treatment of 
male pattern baldness, developed . 
under the trade name Rogaine. “ . 
An approvable letter is “hist or- . 
ically the last step before final 
approval" for marketing, com- 
pany spokesman R.D. Larue 

said. *' ,c 


York County taxes 
much too high 


YORK, Pennsylvania (AP) — 
Everybody complains that their 
taxes are too high, but hundreds 
of York County residents really 
had something to gripe about 
More than 400 people received 
personal property tax bills this 
week in excess of $1 million, i 
including one woman who got 
one for $21 million. The error 
affected about five per cent of • 
8,000 property owners and kept - 
assessment office phones ringing ■: 
for two .days. The annual tax bills '• 
cover personal property, such as * 
stocks and other investments. 
Chief assessor Steve Anderson 
blamed tbe mix-up on new em- 
ployees in the personal property 
tax division entering data incor- 
rectly on a new computer system. 


Woodstock 
troubles town 
residents 


BETHEL, New York (AP) - 
Woodstock, the rock ‘n’ roll fes 
rival that came to symbolise tin 
1960s for a generation of Amer 
icans, is again at the centre of 2 
controversy, this time over hov 
big its 20th anniversary celebra 
tion should be. On one side is tlu 
Bethel Town Board, which meets 
Wednesday night to discos* 
whether to allow voters dccid* 
what to do a boot next August’s 
anniversary. On the other skk 
are concert promoters who waul 
to re-create the original Wood- 
stock, which wasn't actually hcsJd 
in that town but kilometres awa) 
on Max Yasgur’s farm in Bethel. 
Town supervisor Alan Scott saki 
Bethel is against any extravagan- 
za on the scale of the first Wood- 
stock, which drew nearly a haH 
million people and endured 
heavy rains, lack of food and 
sanitation facilities, drug over- 
doses and enormous t raffic jams- 
And promoters want to capitalise 
on the good memories that tbe 
festival left in the minds of a 
generation. Woodstock came to 
symbolise the sexual freedom) 
hedonism and radical politics that 
developed in the 1960s. 







